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(HEARING COMMENCED AT 2:00 P.M.) 


MR. LEVY: This meeting is a 


public hearing for the purpose of taking comments 


from the public and any interested parties regarding 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement prepared 
for the Electrification Project proposed by Amtrak 
between New Haven and Boston to allow continuation 
of electric railroad service between Boston and New 
York. It is a pleasure today to have the honorable 
Bruce Sundlun, Governor, here to speak before us, 
SNOewt oie Cia t me iawoulimeLt Ker COsLUInNe 1 pe Overs tCoOenim 
to make his comments knowing his busy schedule, and 
we will continue the rest of the public hearing 
after that. Governor. 

GOVERNOR BRUCE SUNDLUN: Thank 
you. You're putting me on first reminds me of a 
story I read in the paper the other day about some 
governor who got on an airplane, and they 
automatically upgraded him into first class, and he 
held up the flight for 30 minutes insisting that he 
would only ride coach. I can understand how a 
governor would do that just after he gets elected, 
but after he's been there for a while, you take the 


upgrade. As much as I'd like to allow somebody else 
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to go first, I'm not going to do that either today. 


But I do want to say that Rhode Island fully 
supports the Northeast Corridor Improvement Project. 
Moving more people and products on the corridor ali, 
obviously, help relieve traffic and reduce 
pollution. High speed rail service will bring Rhode 
Island closer to New York and to Washington, provide 
bigger and better opportunities for business. Among 
its environmental benefits, the project can save 
24.5 million gallons of gasoline and 2,600 tons of 
air pollution annually. 

I and my fellow Northeast Governors, through 
the Coalition of Northeast Governors, CONEG as it's 
called, which I'm the incoming chairman, have 
actively and aggressively promoted this Northeast 
Corridor Electrification Project because for Rhode 
Foatand ; tnevcorurLdormiseaawetal Wink in ouxz 
transportation system. 

While we support Amtrak's primary goal of 
providing passenger service, it cannot be achieved 
at the expense of freight service. Rhode Island's 
top economic development priority is the full 
conversion of the former Quonset Point-Davisville 


military base to a vibrant business and industrial 
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park, and success there depends on enhanced freight 


rail service to the Quonset Point-Davisville area. 


The report that we're releasing today and submitting 


for the record, Mr. Chairman, details the reasons 
why up-to-date freight rail is absolutely essential 
COmOULBe cate soeconomy. —Provasuoneofsthe, thard? rail 
freight service to Quonset Point-Davisville is 
second only to development of the Quonset 
Point-Davisville area as an industrial site and as a 
primary economic development objective for the state 
of Rhode Island. 

In meetings with Secretary of Transportation 
Pena, White House Domestic Relations Counselor Carol 
Rasco, Senator Lautenburg, as well as Rhode Island's 
Congressional Delegation, I have described our 
vision for improved freight service to Quonset 
Point-Davisville as an integral part of the 
Northeast Corridor Electrification Project, and 
since some of the those discussions took place very 
recently and at the highest levels of government, 
they are not reflected in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement which is now before us, and I'd 
like to take this opportunity to outline the 


revisions to the draft needed, in our opinion, to 
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comply with the National Environmental Policy Act 
and to reflect the current status of our mutual 
endeavor. 

Bunstyptnesbratt eh lS farlsmto recognize ithat 
the poles and power lines for electrification of the 
Rhodesialand pontion CopEbhescorurmidor must; and I 
underline the word must, protect the right-of-way 
for a third rail freight line for service to Quonset 
Point-Davisville to the Boston Switch in Central 
Falls. The stanchions for the electrification power 
line must be placed so as not to use the land on 
which the third rail would be placed, and the power 
lines themselves must be at a 20 foot 8 inch height 
to provide the necessary clearance for tri-level 
container cars. 

Second, the draft fails to adequately and 


accurately describe the impacts of the Improvement 


Project as defined by 40 CFR 1508.8. As proposed, 


the electrification will force most freight to move 
at night. The associated cost and noise concerns 
have not been accounted for. 

By reducing clearance at certain overpasses, 
the proposed project increases the cost of making 


the clearance improvements needed to prevent, or 
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rather, needed to permit freight rail service as 
recommended in the Rhode Island State Guide Plan. 

Next, by restricting freight service, the 
proposed Improvement Plan not only constrains 
existing operations, but it limits future 
expansion. Expanded service, as I've said, is 
critical to the Quonset Point-Davisville reuse plan, 
and also in keeping with the spirit of the ISTEA 
legislation as well as the Clean Air Act. 

A more detailed description of these drawbacks 
that I've mentioned will be provided by Edward 
Parker of the Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation and George Prete from the Rhode 
Island Port Authority. 

As I stated at the start, the Northeast 
Corridor Improvement Project is important to Rhode 
Island. We want to keep it on the right track. We 
want to keep it full speed ahead, but my experience 
in both the private sector and as a governor has 


taught me that undue haste can hold a project, and 


pushing forward without properly addressing the 


impacts can only end in litigation and needless 
delay. 


Rhode Island is glad to assist the Federal 
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Railroad Administration in investigating the impacts 
I've described and evaluating alternative means of 
addressing them. In fact, the Department of 
Transportation has already begun to draft an 
environmental impact stating involving Rhode 
Island's portion of the project, and we're doing 
Biat atenoecost sLOgAmtrak. @lhusestudy must be 
viewed as an integral part of the Draft EIS that is 
before us. We look forward to continuing a 
cooperative working relationship with DOT, FRA and 
Amtrak. I think if we put our heads together, we 
can come up with a plan to move more people and 
products efficiently, affordably, .andyin an 
environmentally friendly fashion. Thank you. 

MR. sLEVY: Thank you, Governor. 
What we would like to do now is just give a small 
presentation that updates what the project is, and 
where we are in the environmental process. Before I 
do that, I'd like to introduce people that are here 
from federal agencies. First is Peter Montague from 
the Federal Railroad Administration. Next to him is 
Bill Fashouer from the Federal Railroad 


Administration. On the end is Glenn Goulet from the 


Volpe National Transportation Systems Center, an arm 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


| 7 : ; i ile 


| : 7 aie : rs rs ent ne | | 
gional oth pnksepiseowgs nb. ceiverteiminbs al calaiatell 
, i> enon OWiGsages in gaitediars nan bedia vob. owt 


| KO Widmremgne oA (dee? whe. meads vineeweiiet 
fe Seth oS- roped: ehesale een owios/ 7» genes? 
sheds pelt vio ved: Peidaze Jougrel iesne.comiwee 


titind at 'ow- ban ,SeetToag ens To. tet Jaq ‘hoa iat 


i 
; Sd juni youse sid® sAeatat of Jeoo on 26 Sons 
\ 
et tede- 274-9 tet. ots eo feeq@. lespesnt «as ws beweds 
S| PpALORI oto: OF Beevset Reod 74 s1¢ ted 
' 
bon 490 ofOG. A492 qidenaigalas Oaasstow 99 AgeAqous 
7 
i t -Sedionoo) atiaed 2ee@ 3nq@ ew Ti suid? 2 ie 3lws 
| bie atoceg #1en wvom’ od Gacq se “+ gy omts 26 
H a6 ei bre >¥ deabacolia .,ylscs 1°36 : enboae 
| pzHOY SH2aT ‘no ldiesi viteace j iu Oh 
' 
| yuoeZeved «voy Apedy 2425 . ae 
Jienn & win Deo .el won ob of shit Mucy 
bow (se? comfoug ond deadw radebqu 3°15 noc Cece 
: 9 
It ot0%0A. .eeec0x1q Lecaemcorives bas 7. sus ow SD 
f Fe 
bist -o8@ 96083 siaceg eouvhbortni oo #42! ’) . 7S eee 


ei ned of ~anitgedsaalwes. beOalias darce 


| e272 OVGSSROM-Fe309 ef) Jers «sh tribge levebet 


sified Igsebet of¢ mos? icvoney 
or mos a iue1®-e2i bne ef? of .cclyautede 


Ne empire aero a 


23 


24 


of the U.S. Department’ of Transportation. I am Ira 
Levy. I'm acting as chairman for this public 
hearing. The format that we will use, we will give 
a brief presentation that describes the project and 
where the status of the program is, then we will 
open it up to the public and concerned parties to 
give testimony as to their comments and concerns 
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

ThresNoOctheast "Corr tocrels a project that has 
BeetiealoundsrOreamLongmermme nm ThenCOrm1doresitseltf, 
exCends= ron WashinaqroneD scr CtoeBsoOstons  Leehas the 
highest rail patronage in the country. It's 
electrified from Washington to New Haven, and this 
project proposes to electrify the remainder of the 
portion of the Northeast Corridor from New Haven to 
Boston. Presently, there are diesel locomotives 
that service the corridor between Boston and New 
Haven, at which point is transferred to electric 
locomotives which carry the vehicles beyond. This 
project is part of the Northeast Corridor 
Improvement Program, better known as NECIP. 

There are numerous projects that are expected 
to be undertaken to improve service on the Northeast 


Corridor. Electrification is just one of those 
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projects. Other projects involve rail upgrading, 
bridges, ties, track, congestion relief, and New 
Rochelle has proposed to have a track fly-over; 
Stamford Station will be improved; and New Haven, 
where there are a great deal of difficult track 
configurations, there are expected to be 
improvements there to improve time; and of course, 
there will be a considerable amount of equipment 
acquisition to accommodate and improve service 
between Boston and New York. 

This specific project addresses the area 
between New Haven and Boston. And here in Rhode 
Tian lc  COvVersmet toms onesend off they stateitos the 
other on the main line that is presently used by 
Amtrak. They participantstam this» program) are the 
Federal Railroad Administration, which is the 
sponsor of the Environmental Impact Statement that's 
presently before you, the Volpe National 
Transportation Systems Center, which is a division 
of the U.S. Department of Transportation who is 
acting on behalf of the FRA for implementing the 
EIS, DMJM/Harris, the prime contractor performing 


activities necessary for the EIS, and Amtrak, the 


National Railroad Passenger Corporation, who is the 
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proponent and will be the operator. 


Environmental studies have been going on for 


some two years now, and I'd like to summarize and 
discuss where we are with these studies. 

First of all, what are the project components? 
The components that are studied consist of major 
entities, and they are substations and electrical 
feed lines, switching stations, autotransformers, 
bridge modifications that may be required, railroad 
stations, the catenary system itself for carrying 
the electric wire, program operation, Amtrak's 
operations, fencing and other security matters. The 
categories that were looked at for various impacts 
in general were, land use and social economics, 
historical and archaeological transportation, 
circulation and access, natural resources, noise, 
and air quality. 

Categories that are of specific nature for this 
study include vibration, energy, public safety, 
electromagnetic frequencies, EMF, visual and 
aesthetic issues. 

The process that govern the environmental 
studies are threefold: There's a federal process 


known as NEPA, the National Environmental Protection 
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Acts Ciems tatemeprocesses tuhdt sare controiledmby your 
state government, and there are local processes, 
which usually result in various permits that are 
required of the contractor before performing any 
activity. They all entail various environmental 
studies, agency reviews and permits. All these 
items have been detailed in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement that has been published. 

We are here today for the federal process, the 
NEPA process. There are various aspects of this 
process and most of them have taken place to date. 
One is scoping. We were here two years ago at a 
puolic  torumetomingquive ofthe publ citandisconcerned 
parties those issues that they felt were paramount 
concerning this project. In the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement, there are details of what those 
scoping issues were and how they were addressed. 
After the scoping meeting, a base line was formed. 
Studies were performed to understand existing 
conditions, base line data base was developed. From 
that, alternatives were reviewed and analyzed, all 
based and analyzed against the base line. Impacts 
were developed and understood and evaluated, which 


lead to proposed mitigation measures, which all, 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


hae 


ra toa . to mf fons fs re 
suey pd beh Deceoszs dpad Senco siteae od Qaom ; 
. ,2% sayetg hace f oxmnekeds- bis {tasinracns See. 7 
oe imei? ‘@tinsoeq avekeev ni tiese pS ety? tabiw 
{na tobatwiteq sicted 252an3aIsnGn ent to } a dapes 
| iddtemneovivaes snotiav Giniae ila «erty yo oe aa 
Seea0n2 1.2.4 \ el rie Dis wwrrves «, aT b chaste 
alah y2RVaAs t7e70 S49 af ebin’=b pose, ewed eyeat 
bata tladsg mid us: ee LOLs = pet JS oequd 
eee: ,4eenety Latebat eddy 202 eter » { ar ef et 
S283 Fe HBFoeaqak »j ee! oe ,eu>ackg Ata 
6385 (2 Booligq neva t Sti i Bie meg 7 
5 25 Ope #isey owl sts. : vi nhs giram (ae eo 
| Penteceho thes olds « J pwt= od alee pea 
Mucisteg, stew 21a fii? »,olvel seo Seite 
Setnouwie2tvnd ater : nf jeferca «tag Pa eas 
weons Betiw IG el sacou «© | ufit nares tome t 
ieraissbis otaw eeiy yo (1s eo Meee Bee! 
7 
. emiot eav efit Seah 6 .* 7 isem’ os Sep ith Sea tA 7 f) 
| BHiseine Gneseyeban «| leita: | tad Sew agbbuse : 
7 yt 
| word 4‘. Regodierwh wew etad asec sols =: Jae}. ,eurts2ones - 


i 


iis “Sesyings Suse beveiye: .1sv earivantoatia ten 


sitegut -atbicmoed ont ten lee ech bere 


again, are presented in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement that has been published. 

This hearing is to get comments from the public 
and concerned parties and agencies and other parties 
that may be considered regarding the inputs and the 
conditions and the conclusions that are addressed in 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. After 
that, a Final Impact Statement and Record of 
Decision will be issued. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was 
completed in August of this year. It was printed 
and published in early October and released for 
public edification. EPA published a notice of 
availability in the Federal Register, which 
commenced a 45-day review and comment period. 

Twelve hundred copies of the DEIS were sent to all 
relevant agencies and other parties who attended 
previous meetings and who wrote or called and 
requested copies. The Final Environmental Impact 
Statement will be prepared upon conclusion of the 
comment period and any additional studies that are 
warranted. To respond to comments on the DEIS, to 


incorporate any relevant changes in the proposed 


action, either because of mitigation or because of 
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changes by the proponent, Amtrak, to allow for 
agency review and consultation, and to incorporate 
their concerns and comments, and last, but not 
least, to have a record of decision as the final 
findings of this environmental study. 

NEPA requires a very formal outreach program 
for public participation. We have undertaken that 
program very, very aggressively. It started with 
scoping meetings in November of 1991. There were 
public information meetings in November of 1992. 
had working sessions through the spring of 1993 of 
this year. And finally, we are here at this point 
with public hearings regarding comments regarding 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The public hearing process is mandated by law 
to enable the public and concerned citizens to 
clearly express their concerns and inquiries 
regarding information that's contained or not 
contained in the Draft Environmental Impact 


Statement. And it's mandatory by law, that we 


address each and every comment as it is presented, 


and it will be presented in final format in the 
Final EIS. 


So this provides a clear opportunity for the 
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public input and concerned parties' input in the 
process. It establishes the framework for the EIS, 
and it is strongly recommended by the FRA as a very 
strong, important public process that we must 
entertain. 

What are we seeking? We would like to have 
comments regarding the adequacy of the analysis and 
any concerns thereto, and the merits of alternatives 
discussed. As I indicated, there's a 45-day review 
period that's already started. This review period 
closes on December 3, 1993. All written comments 
must be submitted by that date. 

OnesOCneueinLormaulOne1Sechate cue Corps of 
Engineers has also issued a public notice. Copies 
of the public notice are on the back table if you 
wish to have a copy. It is regarding permits under 
Section 10 and Section 404 of the Clean Air Act -- 
excuse me, Clean Water Act for the Corps. 

The process that we would like to do at this 
time, is I have a list of people who signed in to be 
speakers. We would like each speaker to try to hold 
their comments to five minutes at first. After 


everybody gets a shot, we'll open it up again if 


someone would like to speak again or for additional 
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time, gladly feel free to do so. If you would just 


give me a minute, I will sit down, and I'll let 
people speak. 

The other part of the process is, generally, 
this is not an informational meeting. We are not 
prepared to answer specific inquiries that you may 
have on a technical nature. Procedural inquiries, 
we gladly will answer if you need to know anything 
about the process and what's happening. 

There is a microphone in front of us, so you gladly 
are welcomed to use the podium. First speaker is 
Edmund Parker. Also, I'd like to advise, the public 
hearing is being transcribed by a stenographer. 

EDMUND. PARKER: Thank you. My 
name is Edmund Parker. I'm the Chief Design 
Engineer for Rhode Island Department of 
Sranspoucactaon. ME .mbOnL Our director, had 
planned on being here today, but he was meeting with 
Secretary of Transportation Pena, in New York City 
to discuss the successful implementation of the new 
Intermodal Service Transportation Act, so he sends 
his apologies. 

First, I would like to thank the Federal 


Railroad Administration for the opportunity to 
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comment on this Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Northeast Corridor Improvement Project. 
Rhode Island Department of Transportation has 
furnished a copy of these comments for the record 
and more extensive written comments will be 
forwarded prior to the December 3 deadline. 

I would like to begin by stating that the Rhode 
Island Department of Transportation strongly 
supports the Electrification Project and the 
attendant transportation efficiency benefits that 
will occur in the state of Rhode Island through the 
increased intercity train service on the Northeast 
Corridor. Dependable door-to-door high speed rail 
service with a two and a half hour trip between 
Providence and New York City will provide an 
attractive alternative that will complement other 
travel modes. 

RIDOT is also planning the expansion of 
commuter rail service south of Providence, offering 
such service to a dramatically greater number of 
Rhode Islanders. In fact, since the U.S. Congress 
authorized funds for the electrification design in 
1990, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation 


has been working with the Federal Railroad 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


16 


_ 
i 

| 3namete22 engi Witramaption: \PRewe Akad! 
J dala SHdmetotqul-peb Lays) yensdaaor 
| eid auisdrzeqeca+? 30 Saensn sino aaa 
: res a2 23% enemaso etedt te veod © notekmaye 


ed (fiw -etasamoyv Astilav ottasesxs sven Re 


rely bebt swe? i 


5 
Aoi a » %A 4 Oms +6 ta vd sii pe } rs a { teow 4 i" La x 
\ : 
| Vipnowss eb SEaPeeaeoe to te los eae Saeeas 


- 
=) 
~< 


setinasds © tadmsve’ - o: 


- 


HO Bon TOSPGT on ; i edd a?acggEee 

| . 

| Sats wil eset yaariaitic t-ujeass3; Saebneizs 
e685 «inves os waetieal efonh 2 . i avece iter At 

4 SMa sues eas TO Ghivtee Bicicr Yel oveshe Uv8eeStSeat > »y 

{ i 

fier Sez iia areb-o ?-> ir ow €@ -asebeTrwes iu 

. neaeviged.utsd een its . : © ATL wD LlvIses 

' top byte tddw gj) 120! wet bag epee a 

L _ 

{ ¥al56 tucusigmgs-thiw 3-°° + lzecseste @RRSRREERR 

bh - 

-2sbow-devass 

9 

' : 

44 hc fenagee eit puliocnlia opis oh SERB is 

j ¢ 


| gabee20S, (ecnebiwomt fo niece ecives? Iigs ce SD) 
ci. Ld sil Seesese yilsocis.cutd » 02, eniveme 
aes SO ,ton1 ab  etebnatlele 


= 7 


—— p= 


ioole sit gad rood tbe 


nh ed cabs 


_ 


‘nie noite? oo ' The | i anelel stordkid 
Peds nitive 


23 


24 


Administration, Amtrak, and the Providence & 
Worcester Railroad to protect the interests of all 
users of the Northeast Corridor in Rhode Island. 

Beyond the many benefits that electrification 
of the corridor presents to Rhode Island, there are 
several negative impacts to the movement of goods on 
the corridor by rail that the Rhode Island 
Department of Transportation views with grave 
concern. 

If not addressed, the expanded passenger 
service will cause operational and capacity 
constraints to the movement of rail freight within 
PneeCOLl1 Colin. 

Amtrak's intercity passenger service will 
increase from 24 to 52 trains per day. The Rhode 
Island Department of Transportation's proposed 
commuter service south of Providence will place an 
additional 24 trains per day on the corridor. Asa 
result, a total of 76 passenger trains per day will 
be traveling the Northeast Corridor south of Boston. 
In addition, the MBTA commuter rail service from 
Boston to Providence will place 22 trains per day on 
those tracks. 


According to the FRA's DEIS, this leaves the 
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Capacity to operate one freight train on the 
corridor during the daytime hours. The DEIS states 
that the increased passenger traffic will result in 
a minimum of one and one half hour delay in 
Operating time to service freight rail users along 
the Northeast Corridor. This produces a detrimental 
impact on Rhode Island's freight rail users through 
increased transportation costs and decreased service 
efficiency. 

The DEIS has not addressed any increased 
freight service. The State of Rhode Island's 
Purpose and Need Statement, introduced earlier by 
Governor Sundlun, projects conventional freight 
carloadings through 1997 to increase by 51 percent. 
This is based on the recent growth estimates 
provided by the corridor's rail users business. 

Recent marketing studies indicate several 
strong diverse intermodal transportation 
opportunities at Quonset Point-Davisville. These 
Opportunities will require proper vertical clearance 
and a minimum capacity for eight daytime freight 
train movements on the Northeast Corridor with a 
projected total need of 12 to 18 freight train 


movements during a 24 hour period. 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


bia 


. pie: 
_ - es. 
a rs She sie art 


= . 
~ =e _ Oe —) “ep 2 ® a ees 


‘ a 
“au ge 


cds ee ret niet rege a ‘2 kong 


a? 


at Sisess- eee 31 3F4s “cepnatesa Baree inl ada aad 


ui veleh wipe ifed sao Rien oo tp nos igkee 


ono i's asert fot See eet? eoivies <3 amis pa>tegege 


.jdseitter - eeorharg era?- bixre? 2¢hactscom ate 


- == - ~~ oo ~ & é — ~~ eo] 
iwaaics «£ | inti sap cos? « ce) 


24 iw tne nse so ‘Hoth Bae S@ie@oat 15 ‘segdea#sz- soap eyont 
yore larare 
haces Tt rf « Pa Db é ae Lhe nae - ~ 


sowie 


on Sep tex? 


»* pee 2 
vei mot fs we ~eErvipicrs T A 0 at¢ escorts 
$HA Set!) Llano l teers o .colbcot-gdengeved 


congue //2 vel SRapRoc icequr J oe ihaoitead 

9 win 4 ze: 202 ‘ tn ood “eR meat 

Gdbetede seen fi5- : (sats et + vel fp Reeta 
jegavae efSOehbei awro>: \rtetien ieee 


nolhigrzoderss-: incre 


“retul ‘oexsvib’ gaasde 


eeoA2.) cwbitesivedeinic® tH ‘of 29 weit lenszogge 


ect) tse le Tealiaer* zene sa 67: 
Jy Some ant am dtu he 205 
a cago Heth pee Seba 
£62 St 20 ween Cero% 


> DT itseeT si oht6ge 


‘i lLosgeo° rmedtinia a t 
bg 


¢3 (‘ao ezaomeve 


.Biuod “seisee9 a4 go law - obese | 


ao 2 sgt 


23 


24 


sg) 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement has 
determined that any additional freight service 
beyond one train per day will have to occur at 
night. 

Nighttime services will present freight rail 
businesses on the corridor with several adverse 
gmpacts princluding:. competition of freight train 
movements with Amtrak's maintenance of the corridor, 
which occurs at night and takes operational 
precedence over the movement of freight; increased 
Operating costs in providing and receiving nighttime 
freight services; and lessening the likelihood to 
attract rail user businesses along the corridor and 
at Quonset Point-Davisville as a result of 
inflexible nighttime service. 

This inflexible operational environment will 
lessen the attractiveness of Quonset 
Point-Davisville to rail user businesses. 

This type of intermodal transportation 
development is predicated on frequent, fast, and 
flexible service and represents a significant 
economic impact to the state of Rhode Island. These 
adverse operational impacts I have discussed make 


any improvement or expansion in the rail freight 
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business inefficient and almost impossible. 
In addition to the operational constraints, 
there are three types of physical constraints which 


occur as part of the Electrification Project, which 


if not mitigated, will preclude the planned 


introduc tionewots 0 soot weinchy vertical’ clearance on 
the corridor for the accommodation of modern day 
Reaeeod des OlllingslLock. 

These adverse impacts to freight rail 
transportation associated with the proposed vertical 
clearances, specifically, installation of catenary 
wires under highway bridges, would limit vertical 
clearance potential for freight, rendering increased 
vertical clearances prohibitively expensive. 

Secondly, this DEIS states that in certain 
cases installation of the overhead catenary system 
would reduce clearances and would require that 
certain bridges be raised to accommodate the freight 
cars moving today at standard vertical clearances. 

Third )* in tsome ocaurtonssalong thescorridor, 
the installation of catenary poles would occur in 
the portion of the right-of-way that would be used 
to accommodate a third track. Failure of the DEIS 


to recognize this could result in significant 
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negative impacts on the third track alternative. 

The Department of Transportation has adopted a 
proactive position to mitigate the adverse impacts 
that I have discussed this afternoon. 

First, the Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation has been meeting with the Federal 
Railroad Administration and Amtrak and will continue 


to meet to identify the specific technical 


engineering issues that must be incorporated into 


the electrification design to allow for a third 
track to be considered as a viable alternative. 

We have recently met with Mr. Dennis Sullivan, 
Amtrak's Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer, 
and both Amtrak and DOT believe that real progress 
has been made toward this end. As a matter of the 
record here today, I am submitting recent 
correspondence on these matters between the 
Department of Transportation and Mr. Sullivan. 

Second, RIDOT is in the process of conducting a 
separate and concurrent Environmental Impact 
Statement to examine alternative track 
configurations on the Northeast Corridor to 
accommodate freight service. Our EIS will not 


impact the schedule of electrification if the FRA 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


vi ettenis anak. aes pet sie, Boece 


cow ool woigadanjenes Tio tnen )aaqetl of Pee 


Poe” 
Tar 


ay 


ott Sayer iat efit Stepigiat oy oop: neq wv 


_?eomaasie- F fads Gaerne.’ 


2u-. teehrieged Pastel ebaais or , oe 
rar eke Jj.W pizesm wee nae engat 
aa Ss j Tw tot Reales, rete =u Las “. Line \ 
\ 
d ildeds SLILDPGs * ae 13% OD 
dar £04 » Ger I = | et jae ate Page 
tyr ; . i ao iwtosis etd 
49 ira eS. dA os, Apezs 
if ee ere ee eee pM s. eh iz 
200420 Wii? S TS i ! E + dettaa 
2vei1po ta eos ‘ f igod ta6 
oft: to 3 ' ot i bow sed #60, 
jac py | totes siod beGpeg 2 
| rt 
i rea, ad’. 2a <8 7a) : Dy v LTO ea Ten 
a 
sOeVil) we pl bie oO.’ e776Ge5e !) le Joma 


s ~alicgopbao t2eogoq ea) - 


Sonqn) -s65Jf5euRetivne ic 


Abel! SV) Pattie ia. eselmare? 


OP /2obi98S7 IeKadsict eJ o6 
gon Ilivw BES ano 


ae eds at 


0ivie0 2iples? a2 


7 


he 


Fy ei 


,- honed 


7 : 7 
te io elubedae wang, 


7 


ie Sioa s 


Eu. BS 


Draft Environmental Impact Statement is modified to 
include language that recognizes Rhode Island 
Department of Transportation EIS on alternative 
track configurations for improved freight service. 

Finally, and of most critical importance, the 
State of Rhode Island wants clear indication in the 
resultant Record of Decision from the Environmental 
Impact Statement of appropriate methods to mitigate 
the adverse impacts to rail freight train 
transportation. 

Mitigation measures in the Record of Decision 
should consist of language explicitly stating that 
the design and construction of all of the physical 
needs of the Electrification Project will not 
preclude a corridor for a dedicated third track as 
one of the alternatives to address the negative 
impacts on current and future of freight rail 
operations. 

Thank you very much, and I appreciate you 
letting me go over a couple of minutes. Thank you. 


MR7 eLEVY:s eNexteis, sande 


apologize if I'm mispronouncing the name, is it John 


Riendeau? 


JOHN RIENDEAU: Thank you. My 
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name is John Riendeau. I'm with the Rhode Island 
Department of Economic Development and Rhode Island 
Port Authority. I'm here to present some facts and 
figures that we've assembled. 

Hirpeteoteal | eludes kKeptomthanketheseFRA in 
allowing us, specifically, the Rhode Island 
Department of Economic Development and the Port 
Authority, to present the economic impacts that 
would make themselves evident if Amtrak is allowed 
to construct the catenary systems in locations that 
abeppLesentecdsinathespraltteEiSmto electrify ithe 


Nougtheastekallecocuutdor, wspecitically that portion 


of railing that traverses through Rhode Island. 


I would also like to remind the group of more 
detailed economic information is included in this 
document that will be submitted later today. So 
basically, what L‘m) going to do now.is skim over 
some economic facts. 

Fimust, I'd likestosbegin by saying that the 
department supports the electrification of the 
Northeast Rail Corridor. We feel that an improved, 
high speed rail system would provide an alternative 
to the automobile and the airplane. We see high 


speed rail as a viable alternative to move people 
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from city to city efficiently and at a reasonable 
cost. 

However, with all due respect to the proposed 
passenger rail project, the Draft EIS does not 
address a vital and most integral part of a complete 
rail system as everyone knows it, that being freight 
LalieeeloemirLrergnterare has, and. contintes;, to 
provide the most efficient means of moving bulk 


goods ranging from foodstuffs to raw materials to 


finished goods throughout the continental United 


States at a reasonable cost. The proposed 
Bleceriticationee ro ;ectwould tmpact, approximately, 
22 miles of rail track located between the Quonset 
Point-Davisville Industrial Park and the Boston 
Switch located in Cumberland, Rhode Island. On this 
stretch of rail, the Draft EIS proposes to reduce 
the number of freight hours that can be utilized to 
deliver products to its customers, thus minimizing 
the window of freight hauls to customers. This 
would create a severe economic disadvantage that 
would affect the revenues of the State, private 
industry and create a loss of jobs that could be 
catastrophic to the State's economy. 


Before we proceed any further with the plans 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


xh 


4gq Snck REY 24e2G-(Sas- 
eines se Gea ¥xey taveegri 
{ 
| ‘ies Caled: tad? , or Pwo 
| 
2 ses 76 bas .,ai 
! 
1s pac iT A°eaoe 3 
: ; Niet. a al FA yj qo? 6% ae a el 
} 
7 reg iz re foo 24 
| Boe 7 7 ee r 
i 
MigJvarteosgeis: | Toogms 5 
} 
: : 
: fwenendyp en2¢° A wo? tm} 
é 
' ’ Aj e+) “4 as fi @ ae “a 
3 vu = 49 ee. ) 
j 
; a. ) no af fia ls erie 7 be 
a 
pivbax Ot ee: ie Gi 
{ 
of betriidag oc a 5 " 
1 
5 ‘ ea 
‘ sabvimtodm sot ae Ft 
atAas  4aseouc itera |: 
tease $9etireviseth: 2inon- 
1 


to —— remem 


ead Bines 


@ 


vy 


$a? edof 


wonaue ®' 27592 eit oF Sif 


« = 


.nemgegs" 44° daneren-ecs £58 2341 


Pa) 


ca _ thlpy 9 ‘dake spite an saben: FE: 
a we ey a ee. 2 ms) at ‘ a f 


Jeom brs 


San 7 


47eveves @"=- 


O2efo te: 


aNovyevs ea ' 


find ee ae 1 Se | 
\ 

ex; <~ ‘ cm ef a } y eid 
fi tae hs f - Soe 

p4 ‘2 

fo © Sy e2Aciu 

¢ he | =, ee4eo32 

7 i sebheoe peaeeete 


im: aeolom $ 
-ivtO-snte? 
‘s¢y}- 


‘og iee, 


5Y J. o- @soceuse 


frit 7-40 .ecque eng 
‘re F- ner es oO i varies 


triprea fo eobrtiwe ene he 


vo stevse-s.sfosao biped 
' | 


: 7 a 
eteving (3692 249 16 a+ mores ofp toelte wise 


& SFeo 1% dae 


Bh 


pila 


ARS: 


for the Quonset Point-Davisville Industrial Park, I 
wouldjlikes COMDOINtHOUtEiEnaALeaccOordingetosour 
estimates, the future needs for regular freight 
service along the 22 mile stretch of track, if 
allowed to proceed unhindered, is projected to 
double in daily freight movements by 1997. 

The economic impact from 16 of those 23 rail 
customers currently using the system substantiating 
the above statement indicates the following: Direct 
jobs, 5,142; estimated indirect jobs, 10,167; 
estimated direct and indirect wages, $419,567,142; 
and the estimated State and local revenues is 
73,210,271. Subsequently, any service reduction 
could affect these revenues, specifically, job 
growth. 

What I'd like to do is begin by summarizing an 
event that took place approximately 20 years ago in 
our State that plunged our economy into chaos and 
severely hampered an economic recovery for years to 
come. In April of 1973, the U.S. Navy announced 
that it would remove its Surface Fleet from Newport, 
Rhode Island within six months and close the Quonset 
Point Naval Air Station by the summer of 1985. Ina 


state whose total workforce numbered only 415,000 at 
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that time, the impact of that announcement was swift 
and substantial. The Navy laid off, approximately, 
6,000 civilians. The secondary impact resulted in 
the ld6ssvofranothertl,6008primary jobs...) 17,000 
military personnel were transferred out of Rhode 
Island, followed by an additional 13,000 military 
dependents. The unemployment rate at that time 
jumped 18 percent and affected the entire state 
population. In two years, the Navy reduced its 
annual cash flow into Rhode Island by nearly 
$300,000,000. This represented a loss of six 
percent of the 1972 gross state product. The Navy's 
announcement in April of 1973 certainly changed 
Rhode Island's attitude towards economic development 
and industrial recruitment. In 1978, Rhode Island 
aggressively, through the Department of Economic 
Development and Port Authority and its banks, 
committed $4,000,000 as an interest-only loan that 
allowed Rhode Island Port Authority to purchase the 
first 110 acre parcel from the government, GSA, for 
3.1 million. This transaction was completed on 
November 20, 1978, and allowed the Electric Boat 
Division of General Dynamics to begin operations in 


Rhode Island. At that time, the largest employer 
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PAS | 


was the@park; to) this’day*i1t's* still thesilargest 
employer. 

In 1979, Rhode Island voters passed a 
$25,000,000 bond referendum that allowed the Port 
Authority to purchase from the GSA an additional 
1,176 acres and miscellaneous equipment. The 
demolition of selected buildings and improving the 
infrastructure has cost many millions more on top of 
chat 

Today, the Quonset Point-Davisville Industrial 
Park Complex managed by the Authority, is a fully 
serviced industrial park located on Route 1 in North 
Kingstown. Within the park is the Quonset Point 
State Airport that can handle anything from private 
planes to large cargo aircraft. Three deep water 
piers, with over 6,800 lineal feet of dockage, are 
available for general cargo. In addition, freight 
rail service is provided by the park's own rail 
switching company, Seaview Railroad, connecting 
directly to the New York-Boston main line of Amtrak 
via the Providence & Worcester Railroad, which we 
will allude to shortly. 

There are approximately 75 park tenants that 


are currently located at the facility and employing 
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28 
well over 6,500 people. In 1991, the federal 
government through the Federal Base Closure Act, 
announced that the U.S. Construction Battalion 
Center, otherwise known as CBC or Seabees for short, 
would be closed. The state and local governments 
stand to inherit over 1,000 additional acres for a 
variety of uses. The Navy created a Base Reuse 
Committee comprised of public and private sector 
members to draft a land use plan acceptable to all 
interested parties and to promote growth of the 
facility. The Base Reuse Committee has determined 
that a high percentage of the property shall be used 
formsindustro alepucposes seeThetPort) Authority cis in 
line to receive 525 acres for industrial development 
purposes that will generate jobs, tax revenues for 
the State and the Town of North Kingstown, the 
park's host community. 

The 525 acres consist of a number of large and 
good condition warehouses and general purpose 
buildings complete with rail sidings. As a matter 
of fact, the 23 miles of Quonset Point-Davisville 
internal rail lines, the Navy has maintained, to 
this day, 12 miles for it's own use since World War 


II, while the remaining 11 miles has been used by 
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29 
the park's tenants. Consequently, the best rail 
siding sites have been in the Navy's hands and will 
TeVerc eOsLieePOLLeAULNOGLt ye ne Marches ofed994- 

The Base Reuse Committee has also been meeting 
to create a master plan for the park's development. 
Several consultants were hired to assist it with 
this monumental task. One consultant was Mercer 
Management Consulting, a specialist in port-related 
to marketing/management activities. The State of 
Rhode Island, through the Department of Economic 
Development and Rhode Island Port Authority, has 
begun to market the new found industrial land in 
conjunction withethe:, older: portion :ofp the) park. 

As a result of this coordinated effort, 
Governor Bruce Sundlun has determined two items: 
One, Quonset Point-Davisville Industrial Park is the 
administration's top economic development priority; 
the expansion and modernization of the freight rail 
system, Quonset Point-Davisville to the Boston 
Switch, is necessary to achieve this goal to create 
the next level of jobs needed for Rhode Island 
CLbizens. 

The rail system upgrade is necessary to 


accommodate triple stack auto carriers and double 
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stack container’ rail cars. One of the park's 
biggest users is an automobile importation business 
called NORAD. In’ly992, North-Atlantic Area 
Distribution Company, otherwise known as NORAD, 
imported over 30,000 automobiles consisting of 
SAABs, Chryslers and Volkswagens. The company's 
DLojecvedwtorhandlerover 4570008unrts ine l9993- 
According to Mercer Management Consulting, this type 
of commodity generates approximately $476 per 
automobile for the economy, this includes direct and 
indirect impacts. 

Again, according to the same Mercer study, if 
rail height and width restrictions were eliminated, 
the Quonset Point-Davisville Industrial Park could 
lure anywhere from 95,000 to 215,000 automobiles 
with triple stack rail capabilities while generating 
an estimated annual economic impact ranging from 
A577 000 A000RCOsSs1U2ZPO00PO0U0whiLe=creating™ jobs, 
again, ranging from 784 to a whopping 1,774. 

If QP-D, Quonset Point-Davisville, had triple 
stack rail capability with a regional intermodal 
terminal for exporting cars abroad, the new range of 
carsshandled@by such #®aefacriity-couldvalmost 


double. 
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sal 

I'd like to point out to the group present 
today, that NORAD, in 1993, lost, which is basically 
in June of this summer, lost Chrysler, and last year 
in 1992, lost Volkswagen to the Ports of Baltimore, 
Maryland, and Wilmington, Delaware due to their 
porte wraval lability votutri~levelfcarriers. 

However, we were told by car manufacturers 
point blank, that had QP-D had triple stack 
capability, both manufacturers would not have left. 

Coincidentally, the Northeast market for 
imports is approximately 25 percent of the total 
U.S. consumption, not to mention that two 
neighboring markets, namely the Midwest at 18 
percent and Southeast at 22 percent, respectively 
total 65 percent of the UseS.jimarket share, and 
they're all easily accessible by rail. 

Additional potential markets that we feel are 
conducive to the development of the Quonset 
Point-Davisville area and rely extensively on rail, 
include creation of a domestic intermodal container 
facility, transloading of aggregate, sand, gravel 
and quarry stone from rail cars to barges, which 
began last year and has been successful to date. 


Recently, we just signed a lease agreement with a 
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32 
stone quarry business who's been importing large 
stones from Quarry Products from Maine and also from 
Georgia. 

In summary, the 22 miles of freight rail line 
from the Boston Switch to Quonset Point-Davisville 
Industrial Park is valuable to the State's 
Manufacturing economy, which accounts for 21 percent 
of the’ State's local total employment base, and 
specifically for future job growth. Modern, 
dependable, and flexible rail freight service is 
vital to future economic growth in Rhode Island 
because one-third of the State's prime industrial 
land is located at the Quonset Point-Davisville 
Industrial Park. 

The primary industries likely to be drawn to 
the park, including auto imports/exports, domestic 
containerization and aggregate transloading, require 
vertical clearance sufficient for tri-level auto 
racks and double stack cars, as well as sufficient 
Capacity to ensure dependable and flexible freight 
rail movements. 

In addition, the State has invested 3.5 million 
in road structure, 10,000,000 in waste water 


treatment facility at the park, and is poised to 
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invest another 23 million in other port and park 
infrastructure needs. 

This investment, along with the new 115 KVA 
lines brought in by the Narragansett Electric 
Company, coupled with the transfer of the Navy 
property, basically 1,000 acres, which boast some of 
the premier industrial land with rail siding on the 
east coast, could go to waste if rail does not 
follow suit. 

Subsequently, we feel that the timing is right 
for Amtrak to consider these facts prior to any 
taxpayer dollars being spent on the electrification 
system. To do otherwise would be a travesty. If 
irate taxpayers, acting through their congressional 
and state delegations were ever to investigate, then 
Amtrak would be held solely accountable to explain 
their actions and spending policies to the U.S. 
Congress. Thank you. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you. Next is 
Ms. Heidi Eddins. 

HEIDI EDDINS: Thank you. My 
name is Heidi Eddins. I'm general counselor for the 
Providence & Worcester Railroad Company. 


Thank) yous tors the opportunity. tovotter 
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comments. I will be submitting extensive written 
comments, and I will try to be as brief as possible. 

Providence & Worcester Railroad Company 
possesses the permanent and perpetual freight 
service rights and easements over the Northeast 
Corridor from the Massachusetts/Rhode Island line to 
New Haven, Connecticut and limited operating rights 
from New Haven to South Norwalk, Connecticut. These 
interests are property rights in the corridor and 
provide P & W with unlimited freight service 
easements. P & W derives its interests and 
easements on the Northeast Corridor directly from 
Amtrak. These rights are embodied in various 
agreements between P & W and Amtrak. 

Approximately 37 businesses currently receive 
rail freight service via P & W's operations on the 
corridor. These businesses directly employ a total 
of, approximately, 21,803 employees, and in Rhode 
Island alone are responsible, as John said, for 
$419,567,142 in annual wages and 73 million in 
annual tax revenues. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement says 
that the Electrification Project could have adverse 


effects on rail freight service and the businesses 
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that rely on such service. 


The 


theoretical about the impact. 


re is nothing 


Theskis, Lusthertwdoes 


not offer a thorough or accurate assessment of: the 


impact and fails to identify or evaluate the 


mitigating measures necessary to ameliorate the 


impact. It is indisputable that freight service 


will be adversely affected. Mo 


reover, the 
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Environmental Impact Statement does not evaluate the 


direct, indirect and cumulative economic effects of 


the project as it pertains to freight 


transportation. In evaluating the impact, 


to look at four perspectives: 


existing freight service; 


the impact on future 


The impact on 


growth and rail volumes of those businesses 


currently using freight service; 


impact on Rhode 


Island's and Connecticut's ability to attract new 


industry; and impacts on clearance conditions, 


and 


the ability to offer modern double stack tri-level 


Yaw aservice: 


Volumes on the corridor have increased in 1993 


by 45 percent in Connecticut and 10 percent in Rhode 


Island over 1992 levels, and will -- projections, 


rather, they will increase over 50 percent by 1997 


in Rhode Island and 245 percent in Connecticut. 
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increased frequency speed of Amtrak's train and 
introduction of commuter trains has an indisputable 
and serious negative effect on P & W's ability to 
service these existing businesses. We have reviewed 
Amtrak's model, which purports to evaluate the 
impact of Amtrak's operations on freight service. 
will be submitting, together with my comments, an 
extensive analysis of the model, and our analysis 
concludes that the delays to freight service are 
even far greater than the ones that have been 
identified in the DEIS. And that also assumes the 
perfect world where there are no delays occasioned 
by delays or changes in the Amtrak passenger trains, 
movement of non-revenue Amtrak equipment, 
Maintenance of activities, delays or changes in 
connecting freight trains or at shipper's 
Bact Libies:. 

P & W estimates that the increased costs of 
operations on the Northeast Corridor will result in 


increases of between 14 percent and 42 percent in 


the transportation rates paid by the users of rail 


freight service. It is highly likely that many 
current users of rail freight service will divert to 


truck or relocate, and I'm sure you'll be hearing 
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from many of those industries. 

The loss of that’revenue suffered by P & W as 
industries turn to alternative transportation modes, 
will be a downward spiral effect on our ability to 
cooperate. Transportation costs continue to rise, 
more and more businesses get diverted off the 
railroad, and ultimately, rail freight service is 
abandoned. 

In that regard, I would like point out that the 
DEIS incorrectly interpreted correspondence from me 
to the FRA. P & W estimated in that correspondence 
that it would lose approximately $900,000 of current 
operating revenues to diversions of relocations 
resulting in a negative;timpact. It is not $900,000 
of lost economic opportunities -- that's another 
subject which I will get into. The loss of freight 
service on the corridor would have an absolutely 
devastating impact on Rhode Island's economy, and I 


will not repeat the data that John submitted, but I 


will point out that as transportation costs rise, 


industries turn to alte®©native modes, which will 
result in a decline in real income of residents 
arising from the higher:t¢ost they will have to pay 


for goods and services; 2a loss in income translates 
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into changes in output; employment and wage levels, 
changes in returns on capital. The use of other 
transportation modes also mean hastened 
deterioration of highways and higher maintenance 
cost. 

Another area where I am extremely concerned in 
the EIS is that it does not adequately evaluate the 
construction impact of the project on freight 
service. The DEIS states that the construction 
impacts of the electrification high speed project 
will be minimal on freight service, and that simply 
is not true. There is no provision being made for 
the storage of construction and track equipment. 

P & W and its customers have already experienced 
serious disruptions due to Amtrak's storage of 
project construction equipment on sidings used for 
freight service. One customer lost a day of 
production, and another was without freight service 
for three days because of this practice. This 


impact will only get worse as the construction 


project intensifies. The DEIS should evaluate this 


thoroughly and identify mitigating measures such as 
Phe sConslLruct1onwoteadd) C1 ond le lLiaCkmwcabaCt Ly manloL 


storage. 
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We have identified the measures that are 
necessary to preserve and protect freight service on 
thercorridor, Vand =theyvare to’ construct*a third 
track with vertical clearances of 20 feet and 7 
inches above top of rail from Boston Switch to 
Davisville, and construct passing sidings between 
Davisville and New Haven, at Kingston, Westerly, 
Waterford, Old Saybrook; Clinton, Guilford and 
Branford. 

The second area of impact is the impact on the 
ability of current freight users to grow. The DEIS 
states that any new freight operations would be 


MeslLEeLcLeCastoenignt times Lhateimpactewlllerestrict 


the ability of current businesses to grow as they 


are projecting to grow. Nighttime operations have 
unacceptable consequences. P & W's cost of 
operations rise significantly and these costs will 
be passed on to the user. Nighttime service raise 
shipper's cost by requiring them to add additional 
shifts to off load rail cars and make other costly 
changes to their operations to adjust to nighttime 
deliveries. Nighttime service would result in 
significant delays in moving products in and out. 


Currently, P & W places rail cars at the customer's 
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facility within approximately 12 hours of the 
shipment's arrival on P & W's system. Nighttime 
operations would double or triple the delivery time. 
Nighttime switching operations will also have an 
adverse effect on noise levels to surrounding 
residential properties. Nor can it be assumed that 
the windows to operate freight trains at night will 
be available. It is undisputed that due to the 
heavy use of the corridor during daylight hours, all 
Maintenance activities of the track, signals and 
Gacenany systemawillgcccur atynight. 

Without adequate capacity to operate freight 
trains in an efficient and cost-effective manner, 
the ability of the regionatoyvattract new industry is 
severely restricted. 

I'd like to comment briefly, because I'm sure 
I'm running out of time, on clearance conditions. 
The DEIS states that Amtrak plans to maintain the 
current published vertical clearance. First of all, 
I am not at all sure that that is true because it's 


my understanding that the clearance envelope 


proposed to be implemented is between 16 feet, 2 


inches, and 16 feet, 8 inches. We currently move 


between 16 feet, 10 inch traffic, and until 1992 
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have movea 17 Leet traffic, until Amtrak 
unilaterally and without notice reduced clearances 
at one point preventing the movement of those cars. 
Amtrak's proposal seeks to reduce clearance on the 
corridor to the lowest common denominator. 
Currently, 16 bridges between Boston Switch and 
Davisville have adequate clearance to move tri-level 
cars or double stack container trains. Of the 
remaining 42 structures, 11 have a clearance 
deficiency of less than one foot, 26 bridges are 
deLiclentebyelessmtcuanmcwOr 2) LOOU. thier DLO ect 
reduced the clearances to the lowest common 
denominator. 

Amtrak contends it has the right to modify 
existing clearance conditions based on an 
understanding reached between it and Conrail more 
than a decade ago. Conrail's agreement, made before 
modern rail cars were even being considered, does 


not bind P & W. P & W's operations on the corridor 


are derived directly from Amtrak and are not 


dependent on any pre-existing arrangement. 
I was going to comment on the State's Purpose 
and Need Statement, which has been submitted to you, 


but in the interest of saving time, I will rely on 
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my written comments on that subject. I guess in 
summary, so I'm not taking up anymore time than 
necessary, I would advocate that the project not 
forward until the cumulative economic impacts of 
as it affects freight service and Rhode Island's 
economy are thoroughly evaluated and mitigation 
measures identified. 

MReEMOUGV Ys@etnankwyOU.ae The chair 
will allow second comments after everybody has 
a chance to speak. We just want to make sure 
everybody gets a chance. I appreciate everyone for 
trying to stick as close to the five minutes as they 
can. 

Next individual is Douglas Mancosh. 

DOUGLAS MANCOSH: I'm Douglas 
Mancosh. I'm the President of B.B. & S. Treated 
Lumber located at Quonset Point. I am one of the 
faithful 39 customers of P & W that will be affected 
by the Amtrak modifications we're discussing today. 

I want to tell you a little bit about my 

company because I think it represents a typical 


Rhode Island business. At the company, we have 


between 40 and 50 employees at Quonset Point, and 


indirectly we probably employ between 10 and 15 if 
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43 
you consider the people that work almost exclusively 
for us on a transportation basis. We came to Rhode 
Island in 1983 and invested several million dollars 
in our Quonset Point facility. We put several 
million dollars in Rhode Island's economy annually, 
and we are extremely, extremely sensitive to rail 
freight. We currently draw in about 500 cars per 
Vearme leanavempub onwholdita mearlvs 1-6) minddion 
dollar expansion in that facility depending the 
outcome of this Amtrak proposed high speed line. 

Our employment has gone up sevenfold since we 


arrived in '84, our sales are 27 times what they 


were in '84 on a rate of 10 percent a year. We're 


spending money; we're young; we have goals, and we 
intend to meet them. Quonset Point is an ideal 
facility for us, and it has been ideal since we 
arrived. It is the best land we saw in the 
Northeast on a rail freight service basis. 

I have the intention of growing with this 
business. I am absolutely, absolutely prevented 
from doing that if Amtrak is able to produce a high 
speed train freight service or even limited 
Marginally. Five percent of my annual sales are 


inbound rail freight cost. We are highly sensitive 
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to that component. Currently, from what I 
understand, it is possible to construct and produce 
a freight track for exclusive freight service down 
in our Quonset Point area and back up where all the 
businesses are back in Providence. It seems almost 
unbelievable that any federal funding or any federal 
authority would allow Amtrak to proceed without 
having considered the fact that so many people and 
businesses are so severely affected in this state by 
their actions. There should absolutely be no 
funding for this project, unless they are brought or 
having design according to criteria, that do not 
affect us. We cannot sustain a 14 percent increase 
in freight cost, let alone the 42 percent of the 
upper limit that I gave. We will close the 
business. That's it. There is no question about 
it. It's not debatable, and there's really nothing 
we can do. Trucking is not an alternative. Ninety 
DElcenLeOtreOuLeLaWweMateritalearrlLvyes Dy train. 

Trucks would put us out of business in six months. 
So there really isn't a middle ground for us. We've 
watched it. We're almost appalled that it's 
proceeded so far, and the objective has been raised 


or heard earlier. I fully agree with high speed 
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45 
passenger rail. I ride it to Philadelphia, and I 
prefer “Tteto tiying, buteche truth ve, they always 
coexisted in any part of country with freight 
service, and that coexistence must be maintained and 
not at the expense of either party. Now, the feds 
can tell me I can put a couple hundred million and 
the Amtrak could probably be mine, it seems to me 
that they have to also consider their freight issues 
PUGmtakKCmpOSLULONS miley OLITNG eS. livsestate needs 
businesses like us. We need services at this rate 
to stay up, and they are available to us in Quonset 
Point. We don't have that good alternatives in the 
Northeast. We've looked. We're looking now. We're 
MOL] LOOkKING CO MOVe ertieryenuc the truth of the 
matter is, there isn't a question about what we have 
to do if we don't survive this rail freight assault 
that is currently designed in the Amtrak high speed 
line. I'm fully for the project. I have no qualms 
whatsoever. I think it's wise for the State, wise 
for this country, but it cannot be at the expense of 
people like myself and other business owners in the 
State who have built their businesses and their 
investments and their livelihoods around the 


services that we've enjoyed here for 10 years. You 
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absolutely no reason in the world that we should be 
denied that at this point, nor that this State 
should be denied the opportunity that it has 
developed in Quonset Point. I appreciate your time. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
Next is Steven Musen. 

STEVEN MUSEN: I'm the chairman 
of the Rhode Island Association of Railroad 
Passengers. I've already given a statement that I 
had written previous to you people. Rather than 
going over my particular statement, let me just 
address what us Rhode Island passengers are 
concerned about, and that is, after we studied this 
thing, and we tried to work out a plan to 
incorporate freight passengers, so much time will 
have gone by that the project benefits will not 
accrue to us in the absolute near future. We've 
heard talk that we should stop this project dead 
cold until we resolve the problems that benefit the 


freight industries and the shippers in this 


particular state. We asked that you not stop cold. 


We ask that there are sections of this project that 


can go ahead while the other sections are resolved. 
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47 
For example, between Davisville, and probably as far 
as Old Saybrook, there is absolutely no reason, 
absolutely nothing that's been brought forward in 
this Draft Environmental Impact Statement that would 
affect the freight user, and there's no ee why 
Amtrak cannot proceed today according to the plans 
that have been decided and have been evaluated in 
this Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

Between Davisville and Providence, there is a 
serious freight constraint. There is a need for 
addwcionalycapacicy melts sObVi0UusS. seThe 
Environmental Impact Statement has identified that 
there will be harm that will come out of this 
particular statement. The Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement doesn't have to resolve these 
problems#ealleLitthasttoadossetidentifyethate!? It is 
up to the FRA and their ongoing studies of capacity 
ofethe Northeastecorridor., I[tustupetoathe *Statesof 
Rhode Island and their environmental people. It's 
up to the P & W and Amtrak to negotiate how they 
want to resolve the situation. ‘Your job to identify 
these problems has been adequately served by the 
information that you have provided to us in this 


Environmental Impact Statement today. And we would 
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48 
like to see this Environmental Impact Statement to 
be completed so that we can go on with the necessary 
construction before inflation catches up to us and 
everybody has to pay more. 

Asm lates Cieucos GLO providingm.on «freight 
service, it is assumed that Amtrak has these deep 
pockets. Amtrak does not have deep pockets. 
Outside of the Northeast Corridor there, the entire 
national system there is shrinking, it's on the 
verge of collapse because of inadequate capital 
investment. We tried to talk to the people there 
who see their trains going from weekly to 
tri-weekly, and we were told that we want another 
$100 million to be put into this and come out of 
Amtrak's pockets, we would be screamed at and 
laughed at because of the fact what they need to 
keep their stuff going, is an extremely minuscule 
amount in relation to that. When we want to keep a 
station, when they wanted to get a line developed, 
they had to pay 80 and 90 percent in capital cost. 
We're getting a free ride. In fact, the State of 
Rhode Island is getting 100 percent from this 
project being paid the federal government. 


As a Rhode Islander, I want to see freight 
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49 
development at this particular point, but I also 
want to see the proper people pay for the cost of 
these particular developments, that includes me as a 
taxpayer because’ the State of Rhode Island is going 
to have to contribute nea of its monies. 

Providence & Worcester Railroad is a primary 
beneficiary, and they are going to have to pay their 
Paliesiare. = "As= long ac ithe wplan allows «Lor the 
State to participate monetarily into the development 
or the third “track,“and these particular plans are 
satisfactory from the Environmental Impact 
Statement, and there's nothing in the environmental 
analysis that requires us to stop this particular 
project and not to proceed with the completion of 
the environmental impact review. 
ifdeltke CO CiankeyOuUMmEOoL VOUL time, and I 

would like to thank you also for the effort that you 
put into providing us with the documents that we 
have already today. Thank you. 

MR. LEVY: Next individual is 
Barry Dores. 

BARRY DORES: Good afternoon. 
My name is Barry Dores, and I represent Colfax 


Incorporated. We are in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 
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50 
We are not one of the 39, but it would be a negative 
impacts upons our conpany..| Colfax Incorporatediasia 
manufacturer of shortening oils, and we employ, 
approximately, 100 people, and we bring in raw 
Materials from 1 to 3,000 miles distance from our 
plant. And obviously, if we'd have to convert 80 to 
90 percent of the rail service that comes into our 
plant into truck service, I feel it would put us out 
of business. We do, approximately, six to ten cars 
per day, and we unload, approximately, 1,800 cars 
per year, and, again, that's a large loss of 
business that P & W would lose if we did go out of 
business. Some of our customers are small 
distributors like Burger King and Dunkin' Donuts. 
We work on a very low profit margin. Being a 
commodity in business, we work on fractions of a 
penny. Thus, to market our products, we must be 
very competitive. We also must provide excellent 
service to our customers. Many times our customers 
will call us today for tomorrow delivery, and if our 


service is reduced from everyday service to every 


other or every third day service, we're not going to 


have the products or materials to produce to provide 


to our customers the next day. The P & W Railroad 
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has been providing service to Colfax for -- since, 
approximately, 1975,/I guess, and they providevan 
excellent service to us. We receive a switch 
everyday, and sometimes even on Sundays if we need 
Lots THeye ce very easy to get along with. It is 
imperative that we maintain this type of service, 
anything less would result in higher freight rates 
and poor service. If we receive nighttime switches, 
safety becomes an extreme problem. Also, we will 
not have enough time to steam the product that comes 
anes Tt'saicrude-oile and?’ atsdoeschaves tombe’ heated 
at times so that we can unload it the next davon If 
companies are forced to relocate out of Rhode Island 
or go out of business as a result of the DEIS 
report, Colfax would suffer the burden of higher 
freight costs and reduce its services. We cannot 
Baetordgthe higher freightecost. 

The third real and other issues must be 
considered in order for Colfax to maintain efficient 
and afford the freight service we presently have. I 
hope you will consider my comments. It is of vital 
importance to the growth of rail service and also to 
the growth of industries in Rhode Island. Thank 


you. 
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MR. LEVY: Ms. °Janet'’ White. 
JANET WHITE: Good afternoon. 


My name is Janet White. I'm Vice President of 


Economic Development for the Greater Providence 


Chamber of Commerce. Thank you very much for the 
opportunity to speak to you about improved rail 
service and the proposed electrification of the 
Northeast Corridor. The Greater Providence Chamber 
of Commerce is the State's largest business 
association representing over 2,400 businesses 
Pocavced ines8wotethesstaterts 39¥clitiestand¥towns in 
Rhode Island. The Greater Providence Chamber of 
Commerce supports the efforts of Amtrak and the 
Federal Rail (sic) Administration to improve 
passenger rail service along the Northeast Corridor. 
We support the electrification project for several 
reasons. 

First, improvements will result in reduced 
travel time from Boston to New York. The project 
will have a positive impact on employment and 
income, and not only will travel time be reduced, 
but the project will result in energy and air 
quality benefits. 


From an economic development perspective, the 
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electrification of the Northeast Corridor will 
improve business opportunities in the Northeast and 
encourage more business transactions among New 
England firms. 

However, the Chamber also recognizes the 
challenges posed by the Electrification Project upon 
freight rail service in Rhode Island. This is a 
Major economic development issue and one which the 
Chamber is very concerned about. It is our 
understanding that as a result of the 


Electrification Project, any new rail freight 


service will be restricted to nighttime operations, 


which will significantly increase the costs of 
Srp LUG wpLOUUC LSesy.la ela lal 

Time delays for all freight shipments are 
anticipated. These impact a company's bottom line 
and impact upon the cost of doing business in Rhode 
Island. As stated in the Draft EIS, some potential 
shippers may locate in other areas with more 
favorable transportation services. Rhode Island can 
ill afford the loss of businesses and jobs moving to 
other states because of transportation issues. As 
evidence of the impact already, Rhode Island's 


automobile import/export industry lost the business 
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54 
of both Volkswagen and Chrysler at the Quonset 
Point-Davisville Port due to a lack of available 
modern freight service. 

TiempoLcent ial aeconuomlceimpactssof providingsa 
modern, efficient freight rail service in Rhode 
Island are staggering. Consider the impacts of the 
future development of Quonset Point-Davisville 
CULES byscervi Code bymatrelgitbmratl, -aupark which, 1s 
critical to the State's future economic vitality. 
Over one-third or 800 acres of prime industrial land 
at Quonset Point-Davisville is vacant. The jobs 
anticipated from the creation of an automobile 
processing center, for rail containerization growth, 
aggregate and regular local freight will yield an 
estimated 16,340 to 22,000 jobs generated or 
retained and an annual economic impact estimated at 
$545 to $847,000,000 in wages, tax revenues and 
leases. However, the opportunity to provide future 
freight rail service to new companies desiring to 
locate at the industrial park will be seriously 
restricted. 

For example, future development potential 
includes the use of Quonset Point-Davisville as a 


commercial port. However, limitations such as 
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insufficient vertical clearances to accommodate the 
use of state-of-the-art freight equipment such as 
double stack and tri-level auto carriers which are 
becoming the industry standard exist. This would 
place the freight railroads at a competitive 
disadvantage according to the EIS. 

We should not take a short-term view of the 
potential impacts the Electrification Project will 
have on freight rail service, which if nothing is 
done to rectify the problem will result in 


additional costs in the long-term. Let's plan for 


this issue now and address it in a comprehensive 


Manner that ensures an efficient and modern 
passenger and freight rail service in Rhode Island. 
The added costs, inconvenience and limitations 
of the type of freight rail cars will have a serious 
impact on existing and future freight rail movement. 
It is critical that the issue of preserving 
freight rail service in Rhode Island be addressed 
and I urge Amtrak, the federal government and the 
State to work together to identify specific 
mitigating measures to address this critical 
economic development issue. Measures such as 


ensuring sufficient freight clearances and a third 
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track dedicated to freight rail service should be 
considered in the electrification design plan. 


Although, the Draft EIS study discusses the 


potential impacts of the Electrification Project on 


freight service, there are no attempts to offer 
recommendations or solutions to the issue. The 
Chamber believes that these impacts are real issues 
which must be addressed. 

Prior to the completion of the design of the 
Electrification Project, a provision for ensuring 
modern freight service should be incorporated into 
such plans. 

| On behalf of the Greater Providence Chamber of 
Commerce, we urge you to include in the Draft EIS 
the issue of preservation of rail freight service in 
Rhode Island and to work toward a mutual solution to 
the problem. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present our 
position in this matter. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you. Next is 
Senator Robin Porter. 

ROBIN PORTER: My name is Robin 
Porter. I speak to you as the State Senator for 


North Kingstown here in Rhode Island. I appreciate 
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the opportunity this hearing affords us. As a 
committed and a long time rail commuter on Amtrak to 
New York, Philadelphia and Washington, I want to add 
my personal support to the project for 
electrification of passenger service from Boston to 
New Haven. 

Many supporters of this project, citizens, town 
officials and state legislators are, however, 
concerned with its affect on the projected commuter 
rail travel from Westerly to Providence, and the 
hope for increase in rail service, rail freight 
service, especially in and out of Quonset-Davisville 
Industrial, Park: ing North Kingstown, I ask that you 
and Amtrak take into account these Rhode Island 
concerns as your planning moves ahead. 

TnhOureplannang formthem2istecentury, sand 
cleaning up our air and rebuilding our economy, we 
believe the commuter rail and freight rail are going 
to be crucial elements in our success. We're ready 
to work with you, and hope that you will welcome our 
own views. 

And finally, there is a separate concern that 
arises out of electrical lines in residential areas. 


We'd appreciate your assurances how the project will 
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Mitigate the possible effect of electrical energy 
those who live along the line. Thank you. 

MR. sbEVaiceeNexteindividuals 
sorry if I mispronounce the name, is Daniel 
Baudouin. 

DANIEL BAUDOUIN: My name is 
Daniel Baudouin, and I'm the Executive Director of a 
group called the Providence Foundation. DUssSaea 
private; not-for-profit) organizationededicated to the 
future of downtown Providence. It's supported by 50 
businesses and institutions who employ about 25,000 
people. 

The foundation strongly supports the Amtrak 
proposed Electrification Project. After reviewing 
the DrafteEIS, it-iseclearkbovus that thesbenefits 
outweigh the costs. Perhaps one of the biggest 
benefits would be in the form of air quality 
improvements. Economically, we also believe the 
project will produce significant benefits to the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence. The study 
states the travel time between New York and Boston 
will be less than three hours, and there will be 26 


trains per day in each direction. We encourage that 


type of increase in train service. The draft study 
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also discusses (the adverse effect: on freight service 
in Rhode Island, and certainly a number of speakers 
have brought this out. We encourage a comprehensive 
project to ensure that freight service potential is 
not diminished or made costlier by the 
electrification process. The electrification and 
bridge design and construction should allow for 
planned freight rail improvements. 

Finally, one small point, there's discussion 
about additional parking demand generated at the new 
station in Providence. Demand is expected to 
increase from 200 spaces to about 665 spaces 
aecordimng: tLomther study... As? youmayi know, the train 
station is located in the city's new Master Plan 
Capitol Center Project. There is ample existing and 
planned parking to service this demand. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
If you have any written copies of any speeches that 
were given, we would appreciate it for the 
stenographer. It makes her life a little easier. 

Next individual is a Ms. Karen Salvatore. 

KAREN SALVATORE: I'm Karen 
Salvatore. I represent DOT Watch which is a 


citizens advisory group on transportation issues. 
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We're on the record as being supportive of the 
electrification of the Northeast Railroad Corridor. 
We're also on the record as encouraging you to be 
sure, to simultaneously for the electrified 
corridor, make sure that a third track is laid down 
and raise the bridge clearances to accommodate the 
double stack container cars. The bottom line is the 
economic viability of Rhode Island, and if our ports 
are cut off from freight rail, we cannot grow 
businesses and industries in those ports without it. 

Aso, sw Cher thirdmteracke1s essentiaimtor  tucure 
commuter rail. I noticed that on pagerZIFoLly the 
Draft EIS, there's a figure here that the 
electrification will draw a quarter of million 
passengers away from T.F. Green Airport annually. I 
justewant to.ask® yout a tiespossi bile: forethe 
Federal Railroad Administration to more meaningfully 
communicate with the Federal Highway Administration 
and with the Federal Aviation Administration because 
what we're talking about cost a lot of money, and 
there's only X amount of dollars in the national 
budget. @Somitmyourcouldsjustsprioritize what) itis 
that really needs to be done and what will have the 


largest net effect in adhering to environmental laws 
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such as the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act, 
then maybe you can make some hard decisions about, 
do you spend $200,000,000 expanding the airport, or 
do you spend $300,000,000 relocating 1.4 miles of 
Route 195, or do we electrify the Northeast Rail 
Corridor, lay down the third track, raise the bridge 
clearances, clean up the air, clean up the water, 
reduce congestion and make a cleaner safer, sounder, 
environmentally and economically sounder way for 
people and products to travel from state to state. 
Thank you. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
Next individual is Adi Sukkar. 

ADI SUKKAR: Good afternoon. My 
name is Adi Sukkar, and I'm the congressional 
assistant of Jack Reed, U.S. Representative, Second 
Dretrict@ineRhodeslsliandae Unfortunately, vhesis not 
able to be here today, and as we all know, the House 
is in session voting on NAFTA, so I'd like to submit 
testimony on his behalf. I'd also like to state 
that additional testimony will be submitted in 
written correspondence. 

I want to thank you for the opportunity .to 


submit this short statement regarding the Federal 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


i 


lagi ptt ome 


JoA 12-teW epee? eds 8 the 28 hav “odd ue 


at 


tuede anedphpeb byes eace ectanil ise) 20% diya ssebs - 


frome: GA? oc 


io eatia bad 
bie tease? > 
$oLad Had ePie 


,79358W 


vid ».Mogased ts 
- [eno ree: 


baOnsa ~eviss 


a Ol ee 4 yaes»: 


anuok ehF .WOSA 


tudenm Of efhi wv 


Hote os On 5 


ak begegmdue ot iitw v cui taug) dane is Lobe adh : 


_ 


’ 
§ 


dueecth¢ OO Ay, BUS 8 bosyr soy ob % 
Do ist: OO, 208, €hEs. basgqs- UOY eb 
vf J i) (gia, ee Om ae, ott Ss toor 


hie i) ube nwok Teal obi 2269 


% 
> (tie eto Male ,esoneteeale 
To o solin fee ReESGee gee ¢onbest 
(as (menese dirk vi la csfoeusonrivne 


syets of sipsibetq tae eigoaq 


toy Anat? 


¥Vsal $ a ae 

at i 
A"eidue ibA «+ lewhiwrbal 2x08 
r¢ ba | = ree z 
Ay mw. bas, ,.steddoe 1dA alpemad 
oi . By Bey, beeS-toet to taadeiage 
Jioiot - hagde® theta nad- dots fete 


ec bap .gebos eited- od ot-etds. 


nA ,ATUAW wo puibsew) fedeess ak ai 


oole B's  . tose no usomltesd | 


a 4 


ine, 
: ues << igaea . ng rw 


at eotussbasipan: it Ses epy wae a 


pints: bias —. eee 


eal iF - « 


fl 


62 


Railroad Administration's Draft Environmental Impact 


Statement on the Northeast Corridor Improvement 
Proyect.eenhlectriticationsoL the Northeast Corridor 
is a goal I've supported and advocated in Congress; 
however, I'm greatly concerned that Amtrak's current 
electrification design would achieve the goal of 
high speed rail passenger services between New York 
and Boston at an incredible expense to freight rail 
service in Rhode Island. Although the Federal 
Railroad Administration's Draft Impact study 
reflects the growing realization that the Northeast 
Corridor Improvement Project will affect freight 
rail and economic development in Rhode Island, I 
share the State's concern that the draft statement 
still does not recognize the imperative need to 
establish a dedicated third rail line for modern 
freight service as well as future commuter rail 
opportunities. 
THEBNOLtheast@Corridoress.our*natitonss=only 
high speed rail system, and I believe that it should 
serve as a model of how to design and construct any 
future high speed rail program. In light of this, 
the Federal Railroad Administration needs to more 


adequately address several issues in the Draft 
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Environmental Impact Statement. The FRA Master Plan 
draft, and the portions of Amtrak's current 
electrification design which are under the FRA'"s 
oversight. Simply stated, the goal of the corridor 
Project should be to do no temporary nor permanent 
harm. 

Rrods island s*eturrenterreignt rail track 
capabilities and its plan to develop a modern 
freight rail system must be maintained. As the FRA 
has heard already today, neither the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement nor Amtrak's current 
design recognize the need for a dedicated third rail 
Hinececto protect existingWor-+future fLrerghterail 
service. There is no commitment to ensure 
sufficient vertical or lateral clearances for double 
stack freight trains, even the U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation, Federico Pena, has expressed support 
for these clearances to me. There's no realization 
that a separate freight rail line would permit the 
development of a modern freight rail system in Rhode 
Island, and allow the State of Rhode Island to 
develop the Port of Davisville. Indeed, the Rhode 
Island State Department of Transportation and 


Economic Development recently delivered a report on 
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the economic development potential of Davisville to 
the FRA, and the U.S. Department of Transportation, 
And* Lewis Long hyaurgestiateitits analysis be l1ultry, 
incorporated in the final Environmental Impact 
Study. 

There's no protection of daytime freight 
service in Rhode Island between the Port of 
Davisville and the Boston Switch. Indeed, 
electrification of the corridor means more trains, 
traveling at greater speeds, all of which entails 
less access for freight trains, both during and 
after construction. Moreover, the elimination of 
daytime freight service would lead many Rhode Island 
businesses to abandon freight rail in favor of less 
efficient transportation systems, and the cost of 
nighttime freight service is higher for both the 


service provider and the customers. 


And finally, there's no mention in the report 


that removing slower freight trains from the high 
traffic, high speed passenger rail line will 
increase safety. 

While I realize that this is a draft document, 
and that the FRA has diligently cooperated with the 


State of Rhode Island, I believe it is important to 
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65 
move beyond the mind-set that stymies the state's 
effort to develop a freight rail system and 
Capitalize on Davisville's obvious advantages as an 
intermodal transportation center. 

Againvwelewantetosthanksyous for, the opportunity 
COBSUDMIitethisa testimony. sielooks forward. to 
reviewing the final version of the Federal Railroad 
Administration's Environmental Impact Statement. 
Thank you on behalf of Congressman Reed. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you. Next 
individual is Barbara Learned. 

BARBARA LEARNED: Thank you. 
femme Barbara, learned mw lam trom,the.North, Kingstown 
TowisCOuUnC1 |, .and aseAecouncrlor, I serve on the 
Davisville Base Reuse Committee, so I am deeply 
involved in the development of Quonset 
Point-Davisville Industrial.~Park, which) isi not. only 
for the State of Rhode Island, but for the Town of 
North Kingstown which is extremely important to our 
future. You have heard from various government 
bodies here, and I'm not going to attempt to repeat 
what they've said nor, can I top the real 
information and the statistics you have heard from 


private industries and the public sector. I am 
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here, however, to encourage you to include the 
question of improving freight service while you do 
this. We are delighted that we're finally getting 
improved passenger service, but without improved 
freight service, the State of Rhode Island won't 
have any passengers to go anywhere to jobs to ride 
on your trains. Whoever will be riding will be 
going from one place to another because we won't 
have jobs if we don't have ways for our commodities 
to go out from our businesses and for our raw 
Materials to come in in an efficient, safe and clean 
way. The only way that can happen is with improved 
freight service, so please, don't continue to ignore 
freight service. We need it. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
That's all the people that have signed up to speak. 
We'll take a five minute break. I'd like to take no 
more than five minutes, then we can reconvene so 
we'll have additional people speak. 

(BRIEF RECESS AT 3:30 P.M.) 


MReILEV YY: eeties lady thatiel 


recognized just a few minutes ago, if I could just 


have your name? 


EUGENIA MARKS: My name is 
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Eugenia Marks. I am the Director for Research, 
Advocacy & Publications for the Audubon Society of 
Rhode Island. I hold a masters degree in 
Environmental Studies from Brown University. 

In general, Audubon supports efforts to improve 
Mass transportation and to improve air quality and 
other environmental elements by transportation 
electives. We applaud the savings in air emissions 
to the extent that this proposal projects a savings 
in VOCs, NOX and carbon monoxide. We recognize that 
carbon dioxide, a major factor in greenhouse effect 
is not regulated, and therefore, no estimates for 
CO2 emissions are listed, but that will certainly be 
an UAmpactistromethiesiproject. 

As an important aside, we point out that 


increases in travel attributable to increased 


population will continue to burden air quality 


despite improvements in technology and selected mode 
of travel. 

The National Environmental Policy Act declares 
among its policy harmonious coexistence of humans 
and nature, assurance for all Americans for a safe, 
healthful, productive, and aesthetically and 


culturally pleasing surroundings, wide beneficial 
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use of the environment without degradation, risk to 
health or safety, and enhancing the quality of 
renewable resources, and achieving maximum 
attainable recycling. 

Audubon Society was the project manager for the 
application for Sole Source Aquifer designation for 
the Wood-Pawcatuck Sole Source Aquifer, and we 
appreciate your attention to precautions against 
spills during construction to protect groundwater 
quality. 

Because we are interested in local mass transit 
between loci of population within the state, we ask 
that the final EIS detail the conflict between local 
rail service and high speed intercity rail. 

Furthermore, we want to support freight use of 
Gaul? bines sand weeask that asunder 43..1.1.3, 
"Applicable Rhode Island Regulations, Policies and 
Guidelines," that the State Guide Plan Element, 
Report Number 82, and the Overall Economic 
Development Program be included. Report 82 is the 
Freight Rail Plan. 

We ask that while bridges are being 
reconstructed to accommodate catenary lines, that 


the design include consideration of width and height 
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requirements for freight. 


We ask that at the Richmond Switching Station, 


see figure A24, and at the nearby railroad bridge 
over the Pawcatuck River, special attention be given 
to preventing access and to providing caution signs 
because local youngsters have been observed using 
the brtdgewas a diving! platform into the triver. 

We are concerned that the analysis of the 
impact to health from electromagnetic fields is not 
adequate because it does not show clearly how far 
from the tracks the sensitive receptors listed in 
Table 3). l—l tareseuleacherstand healthcare 
professionals may for duration of years be stationed 
in a room closer to the electromagnetic fields than 
other parts of the whole building, and so those 
considerations should be included. 

The impacts of long-term exposure to EMF are 
not clear, and although there is considerable 
background EMF, it is not understood how additional 
sources may contribute adversely to health. 

In addition to National Cancer Institute 
studies linking exposure to EMF with childhood 
leukemia, there are also studies from Norway and 


from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


a 
- 


: : - Mie - ae ; : 
amex a ee Stenennetinnntimmieaimmnnammanmanes ent 
+ : ; 
20 ; 7 7 
| ‘7 ; 7 co 
7) = : $ 


a 4 ai : aad 7 
= : eel (wot asin: 

a. 
: . - : 7 ; - ae : 
‘sas palio) ) oR Chote weld aa Yael 5 Aes aW “= as 
: : an 
phiad beerlduy velo aee, Wee Beye P< osee tT ewe Ty 
Me if 
tp ad seaiir Fs isin WWaR 2outeors? 342 12¥O 
a i 7 _ - 
1uG@ celitraed pr Upwey oo Eee Seecce phil oeveig o7 


‘(Lap bovrraade ead aevet stetepnvoy Inbol saesgaad 
YOU! aif (SPQ Ie Lo Piri y | fn @#r epbhiad eae 
ion evavigniboeAay Jad SaATePOnoD sin OW - P 
loite atteg@paeneisoede co7% ¢ctleed ov Jcoequl = 
st wor. vigeasin’ woe gon. eect i sega esqupoin 
Vteii Baosueost. 671222 rae 5 s¥oni2 of. sot? 
svso dfieeH brs etuitoset  .sas Eeb. 2) Slee 
BY 
Gidhoe ed%adevy Ase noi tsivt x yer sissosersiorg 
ebisit Siteutemes) ss is ot woeohe apg a me 
skort oe hee .edihl eladw mit to. step tease 
4 > 
.hbatvirces! ed bivgede aenotoggehrause 
ato 34. 68 exe soox- mret-pacd~ fe ptueqmi-edt ar 


eidenshievo: 2a. * si)! Apvelitis bis: 7ta8io gor 
7 


7 = : oF ii 
isnordibbe wel foofaxshcen ton ef DE YINS bavorpdoad | 
| an "aan 


gies@ oo viecievbsn slJomtragie> yom sen: o8 7 
etrigtand asonsy / +. 
woo Abed dstiw 4ves >3 
oneness d 
bas yowae GAs: ealiuse 
: 7 


,tjs oS @oiscobsa at 


70 

Seattle that correlate increased incidents of breast 
cancer in males and females, among them rail engine 
drivers and trackwalkers. We question whether any 
studies comparing the health of workers on the 
Washington to New Haven line electrified since the 
1930s to the general population have been made. 

Although osprey are not on the Federal 
Endangered List, once decimated by DDT to seven 
birds in®*the state pel ethinkethat was Sabout 61972), 
they are monitored by the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management. Currently, I think the 
population iseaLrounde4/ palvrs.) *Oungconcern@iorn 
osprey populations nesting in the Great Swamp and 
other locations in proximity to the proposed 
catenary lines lead us to ask that the Great Swamp 
Management Area be listed under Table 3.1-l as a 
sensitive receptor in Richmond and South Kingstown. 
In addition under Table 5.2-1, we ask that osprey 
nesting on poles and flanges for catenary lines be 
listed as a potential impact and that a mitigation 
plan of constructing nearby platforms and protecting 
the poles against such intrusion be proposed. 
Narragansett Electric has dealt with this problem 


where its high voltage line passes through the Great 
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pha 
Swamp. Under 4.12.3.2, we ask that the Great Swamp 
to the state line section be listed as a critical 
habitat for osprey. 

Under 4.12.2.2, we ask that methodology or 
Griteriagtorgconsiderangewildisfephabitatwof; high 
value. We are concerned that invertebrates and 
plants be included in any assessment. 

To enhance renewable resources, we ask that the 
Final EIS review the application of solar energy to 
such uses as signal lights, on-board auxiliary 
electricalsusespinciudingplighting.|)We askgtihis in 
the face of the project having a ready source of 
generated electricity because any savings in 
generation converts to a savings in air quality. 

To accomplish maximum recycling, we ask that a 
section be added to the Final EIS to require that 
Materials from construction and reconstruction 
projects be recycled to the maximum extent possible 
and that public review of recycling plans be 
included. Thank you for this opportunity to 
comment. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
Next individual Gerald Gannon. 


GERALD GANNON: Thank you, 
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chairman. My name is Gerald Gannon. I'm the 
President of G.M. Gannon Company located here in 
Warwick, Rhode Island, as well as Cranston, Rhode 
Island. We're a chemical distribution business. 
We've been in this business for about 25 years now. 
Our main business focus is supply industrial 
chemicals throughout Southern New England. We have 
approximately 550 customers. 

My major concern is the freight availability 
and how that freight is going to alter my business. 
Perhaps even more importantly, how it's going to 
alter the businesses that we provide our products 
to. We don't use any of the products that we bring 
in. We distribute those products throughout 
Southern New England primarily to the textile trade. 


And the textile trade is a very, very fundamental 


important source here in Southern New England, very 


vital to the economy of our state. I'm concerned 
that we have to raise our prices to these people. 
We have to alter the way we deliver our products to 
these people. How it will adversely affect that 
industry, as well as some other industries that we 
provide chemicals to. 


Additionally, we're planning or have been 
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planning an expansion of our Cranston plant to do 
some transloading of high volume chemicals. This 
would involve bringing in an additional 100 rail 
cars per year. We currently bring in, 
approximately, 200 rail cars per year representing 
about #3070 007,000 spounds sofieproducts « 

By anh he Gdduiget COLO bese GV lee wl Lmdsted~ct Oo 
nighttime operations, some of the restrictions that 
have been noted here earlier in the program today, 
would cause us a great deal of adverse operating 
conditions, safety being a major concern of 
nighttime delivery going through residential areas 
and so on. 

I'd just like to amplify my concerns about the 
third, track ,~iche jadditiongoiseche third track, how 
that could alleviate some of the problems that we 
may -- could endure, let's just say, by the 
Electrification \Projectias! its) now held... .-Thank, you 
very much. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you. Next 
individual is Ms. Allison Walsh. 
ALLISON WALSH: Good afternoon. 


I'm representing Save the Bay and its 15,000 


members. We are generally in favor of the 
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electrification. We have a couple of concerns, and 


I will just outline them very quickly, and then send 


you something in writing. We are very concerned 
about the reconnection of the bay which happens to 
be mostly in the southern part in Connecticut, and I 
have just learned that there is no plan to reconnect 
what was unconnected some 50 or 60 years ago. 
Perhaps someone can enlighten me as to why that was 
not considered an appropriate measure. 

We're also somewhat concerned about during 
construction if service is interrupted that there 
will be a loss of ridership on the train, and 
wondering if there's an idea to provide some other 
kind of mass transit so that we don't get single 
occupancy vehicles back on the road. 

And finally, we'd just like to say that we 
would like to show our support towards the 
improvement of the freight rail system, implementing 
a third rail, and the heightening of bridges along 
the way. Thank you very much. 

MRESLEVY :@oThank#yous # Jonathan 
Stevens. 
JONATHAN STEVENS: Thank you. 


I'm Jonathan Stevens, City Planner representing the 
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City of Warwick, Rhode Island. The City strongly 


SUPPOLUCSELNI Select rititcatLone Pro ject. "ih know ett. s 
been a strong priority of the Congress in providing 
funding and legislation. We believe strongly that 
this mass transit and alternative to automobile 
transportation in regards to the Northeast Corridor 
will be a valuable addition for many generations to 
come and addresses the issue of helping the 
environment with clean air and all that. This is an 
economic development opportunity, and I think we 
open up markets with the corridor. 

Number two is, I guess we're curious to know 
whether -- how this might interface ultimately with 
a commuter rail system which would also be a 
valuable addition to the network that we have in 
Rhode Island here in Metropolitan Providence in 
specific. Specifically, we are interested in 
seeing, possibly, in the future a train station, a 
commuter train station at the Green State Airport 
area so that individuals can get off the airport, 
and move to, perhaps, people move over to a quarter 
mile away to Kilvert Street and catch a quick trip 
to Providence. 


Then there's some housekeeping measures from 
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the City of Warwick's perspective, one is the 


Petlaconse lie dnldge se vOUneOLhicesin Philadelphia 


has been in contact with us about putting together 
some sort of consensus building effort as to what 
the best design should be, and I want to make you 
aware that we are in contact. We will be working 
towards some sort of resolution on the replacement 
or the removal of this old wooden and steel bridge. 

But also, I think we are interested, at the 
same time, in the Lincoln Street underpass. [In 
Warwick, the railroad line presents an obstacle to 
the passage from east to west to Route 2 retail 
corridor and Route 95, and where most people live in 
Warwick, and we'd like to see some sort of 
connection there strengthened. Lincoln Street is 
presently a one lane underpass and it would be great 
if we could figure out a way through the 
electrification process to create a widening of that 
underpass so that there can be a free flow. 

And finally, the Apponaug Bridge, the overpass 
that we're interested in possibly having culverts 
installed as Senator Lieberman has been so 
successful in working with you folks in the 


Connecticut area in restoring flow to estuary areas 
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that have been cut off traditionally by the 
construction of these bridges”in*“old times. "The 
Long Island Sound -- Greenwich Bay, like Long Island 
Sound, is a water body of risk. We have recently 
seen the closure to Greenwich Bay to shellfishing _ 
and very, extremely interested in wildlife habitat 
and shellfish restoration, water quality restoration 
there. So I think we have an opportunity to achieve 
an environmental protection measure while creating 
this electrification infrastructure development. 
tChank*you Lor thesopportunity* to speak. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
At this time I'd like to open to the general public. 
If you'd like to speak and make any other additional 
comments, feel free to do so. Yes, sir. Just 
identify yourself when you come up, please. 

DENNIS PRIOR: My name is Dennis 
Peror. 4L*m* the Directorsof Ptirchasing for the 
Cranston Print Works Company. My comment, I'd like 
to just make that I support the previous comments of 
Mr. Gannon, from G.M. Gannon Company. We are one of 
the customers from his company and other chemical 


distribution companies in the area who do use 


freight rail service. We particularly buy, 
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78 
approximately, three and a half million pounds per 
year of general commodity chemicals which are used 
in our process and then are transported from 
chemical distributors to facilities which we have 
here in Cranston, Rhode Island, also, in Webster, 
Massachusetts. 

Cranston’ Print) Workseis- altextile printer. 
We're the largest and oldest textile printer in the 
nation. We also have a manufacturing facility down 
in Fletcher, North Carolina, and as many people in 
this area are aware, back in the early 1900s, much 
of the American textile industry moved south. We 
are among those who have chosen to stay in Southeast 
New England, and to make it here, we believe that 
some of the best people in the textile manufacturing 
industry are located right here. We want to make it 
in Rhode Island and in Massachusetts, and we hope 
that your oversight of this environmental impact 
study will include concerns for the improvement of 
freight rail service through the progress of the 
electrification of the Northeast Corridor. 

We feel it's extremely important that now we 
have a facility like Quonset Point here in Rhode 


Island that can be developed. Now we're in the 
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middle of that, please, don't cut us short in the 


middle of doing that development, which directly has 


an impact on the economic growth of the smallest 
state in the union. 

We just want to express that there are many 
more like ourselves, Hoechst Celanese, Duro 
Pinishanguanerall River, /Seville Print & Finish in 
Woonsocket who are in the textile business who 
depend directly upon chemical distribution companies 
such as Mr. Gannon's for the supplies which we use 
MieOureprOCcessmandmiterlteaLtectssthem, —1tcattects 
us. We're the people who that are hurt when that 
ripple goes through the lake. 

So I just want to reiterate our support for the 
third rail to enhance freight rail service. We're 
very much for the electrification. Let's improve 
our commuter service on the rail. We, as a company, 
use that between Providence and New York City where 
we have our merchandising divisions, and we're all 
for that, just let's not forget that if we don't 
have the jobs here, there won't be any reason for us 
to be sending people back and forth. We'll also be 
forced to move. Thank you very much. 


MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
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OSCAR SHELTON: Good afternoon. 
My name is Oscar Shelton, and I've seen quite a 
lovefest here this afternoon about freight and 
passenger service which is good to see in some 
respect. 

Hubewect va llylletemne *kindsofequalify myself. 
PMSiebetas a private ycituzenp, howeverjel @spent ria 
years working for Amtrak, eight of those years as a 
train dispatcher. We've heard a lot from people 
from Economic Development and from elected 


Cbirrclals peande@Lromecne State yDepartment tot 


Transportation. I'd like to kind of give you my 


opinion as a professional, former professional, 
train (dispatchers. “First ¥of£sall; I would giveca 
lukewarm endorsement to the Electrification Project 
overall, and the reason for the lukewarm endorsement 
may become apparent to some of you if you ever get 
caught on an Amtrak passenger train for -- when the 
overhead wires go down, and you're sitting there for 
three or four hours waiting for the diesel engine to 
come in. Other than that, I do give it a lukewarm 
endorsement. I believe that when you're talking 


about freight, that the vertical clearances, if they 
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81 
can be made without disrupting communities and it 
can be done in a relatively inexpensive way such as 
undercutting, I would be in favor of improving 
clearances for freight services. 

However, I'm adamantly opposed to a third track 
and eLetailiestert syOuewny. = Currently, theres *about 
10 passenger trains operating between Providence and 
Davisville. The daily freight train operates from 
the Providence & Worcester Railroad between Boston 
Switch and Davisville. I have heard some comments 
to today that it's 22 miles from Boston Switch to 
Davisville, that's true; however, there is an 
independent track already from Boston Switch through 
track five from the old Lawn interlocking and 
through the yard track five through the old Northrup 
Avenue yard through the Providence Passenger 
Station, down almost as far as Olneyville. So you 
have no problems there. P & W now has their own 
independent track. There's no interference with 
passenger trains whatsoever in that area. 

biy cuereslooking@lLomsputeasthl raseracikewin: 
right now you've got the abandoned Washington 
Secondary, that runs from about Olneyville parallel 


the main line heading towards Cranston. It's 
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possible that could be upgraded and continued into 


Cranston as a third rail -- third track. From 


Cranston interlocking then to Davisville, you're 


Colkinggastocalsote |3nmitesreeTospul althirdkrag) 
ine--)i vereheardgal loteofatalksaboutr overhead 
bridges for clearance. I don't know if people have 
considered that there's also a problem with 
undenoqpadepbridgessaslotputyarthi rderad lwin,) a,third 
track in, you've got water trestles over the 
Pawtuxet River and Apponaug Cove that would have to 
be replaced. You also have undergrade bridges at 
Forge Road and King Street in East Greenwich. The 
newly built Masthead undergrade bridge, which was 
just completed not too long ago, seven or eight 
years ago, the overgrade bridges that would have to 
be widened or refurbished are the Greenwood Bridge, 
Post Road, the Lincoln Avenue Bridge as Mr. Stevens 
has pointed out, this is just to add a third track. 
Right there is a tremendous expense just to replace 
the trestles. Right now, there are only two 
consignees of the P & W service in route from 
Providence to Davisville, that would be the 
Georgia-Pacific and Gannon Chemicals. If Amtrak 


were to increase it's service, say to 36 trains a 
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83 
day, this would translate to about one train every 
35 iminutes 8) if #youeconsider ithat \they ireugoing «to 
operatestramsetore20 hours#a day;srthat's about. a 
four hour dead time in the middle of the night when 
there's not going to be any passenger trains that 
are going to be operating. So the average is 35 
Minutes apart, but in practice, you would see more 
passenger trains operating in the early morning 
hours, say between six and nine and between 4 and 
6:30, 7:00 at night. There will be times in the day 
where there will be more than a 35 minute separation 
between passenger. However, let's consider that it 
was 35 minutes. Now, as a train dispatcher, let me 
Guvesyou s-ehow Liwouldm@lgokeat this. a@elfiwerdid the 
third rail with extending the Washington Secondary 
to Cranston, ‘right now it's *about a/10 minute run 
for a passenger train from Cranston to Davisville. 

I have dispatched literally thousands of trains over 
this area. Ten minutes is what it takes. Let's say 
with the electrification because of the better 
acceleration that you're going to get, let's say 
with the passenger trains you're going to make it in 
nine minutes. 


You have a passenger train that goes by 
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Cranstong¢. 00 ator@ansltancey  andea freight train 
waiting at the switch to follow the passenger train 
out. Passenger train goes by at 8:00, it would take 
nine minutes for that passenger train to clear at 
Davisville. Passenger train goes by Cranston, 
freight train's at the signal waiting for the 
signal, takes about three minutes for the signal to 
pick up and clear while the train ahead clears the 
block. The train gets to the proceed signal, starts 
to pull out onto the main line, takes about four 
Minutes for an average size freight train to get out 
of the interlocking, clear the switch to get up to 
full speed. Right now the speed restrictions during 
daylight hours, which Amtrak defined as six a.m. to 
ten p.m. for some reason, it's 30 miles an hour for 
freight trains. So 13 miles at 30 miles an hour is 
2ZosmInutLestemoOnvOUsgolL thes fre1ght. trainsout of 
Cranston interlocking at 8:07. In 26 minutes you 
will be arriving at Davisville at 8:33. Now, you 
will come in on some restricting signals to slow 


down to make the crossover move from track one, 


crossing track two and into the yard. That would be 
about a four minute delay there. The freight would 
end up clearing at Davisville at 8:37 a.m. The next 
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85 
passing train at two minutes prior to that had just 
gone by Cranston at 8:35. This train has been in 
the clear for, or had been in the clear two minutes 


after the train passes, the next passing train 


passing Cranston. Therefore -- I mean, there's a 
lot of time -- I mean, there's a lot of time even at 
35 minutes. I really can't see where there's any 


Breignutetrainvinterferences; but géetuethisPp PELit's 
proved that they're not able to do this, most 
railroads in the country where there are -- and as 
the gentleman from the FRA could probably attest to, 
most services die at night, especially where there's 
passenger service involved. 

Now, there is no need for any of the consignees 
employees to be there, the switching is done at 
night. The switching would all be done, primarily, 
inside Davisville Yard. There's not going to be 
loud noises for neighbors to hear. Basically, 
there's going to be a through move from Providence 
to Davisville. Switching would be done in 
Davisville. Trains will be made up, come back, and 
go the other direction. If that should prove to be 
a problem, the attorney for the Providence & 


Worcester talked about passing sidings, and she 
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talked, I think, about passing sidings in Kingston 
and in Groton, Waterford, and I believe she 
mentioned Old Saybrook and Branford, although, I 
think Guilford would be a better place for it. 
Passing sidings would be another alternative. A 
passing siding between the side track of 
Georgia-Pacific and Warwick up to the Greenwood 
Bridge will hold probably two or three freight 
trains at a much, much greatly reduced cost. I have 
heard figures of $100,000,000 are needed for this 
Breenect. toseaddeamtniurdelLnacks 9 Enthink Lees fan 
absolute waste of taxpayers' money. If the federal 
government wants to spend $100,000,000 to improve 
rail service in this state, I think where we have to 
look first is putting a station at the airport. We 
have a very fortuitous situation in this state where 
the airport is so close to the main line. I mean 
Boston doesn't have this. Philadelphia doesn't have 
it. Major cities don't have this. We should take 
advantage of this. This would be a real economic 
boon. This would help all Rhode Islanders and not a 
private industry like the Providence & Worcester. 
This is something that would increase our tax base. 


We would have people coming from Southern 
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Massachusetts to come into this community so they 
could commute to Boston. I think our tax values 
would go up enormously. 

lnmaddptugon, -SincelDaAleftatheirailroad iin 1989, 
the fact of not having signals in both directions, 
CTC in both directions, a trained dispatcher that 
could not get a freight over the road from 
Providence to Davisville even with 36 passenger 
trains running per day, that train dispatcher should 
be fired. Thank you. 

MR. LEVY: Anybody else? 
ROY DEMPSEY: My name is Roy 

Dempsey. I'm a resident of the City of Warwick. 
tidgzgjustelikerto bringeupeascouplelof "points quickly 
on page 4-26 of your draft *statement. The last 
sentence is, Amtrak's proposed increase of speed 
increases the number of pedestrian train 
collisions. And just to point, I know that Warwick 
we have had some fatalities on that line, and I 
happen to coach one of the youngsters that was 
killed a couple years ago on an Amtrak line. And 
just a couple days ago I talked to a woman who lives 
along that track and apparently there's still 


problems of entry on that track, and I don't think 
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to live in the Davisville area, 


and I have been 


89 


watching with great interest the work that Amtrak 


has been doing from my kitchen window. 


PALCLCLAMMInacapiL. 1. 


As you can probably tell from my accent, 


a 


My name is 


am 


English born, but I have been living in America for 


25 years, and I am also a person who's been in the 


health care field, and my main expertise is the 


health of women and children. 


County Hospital, and I'm also an English trained 


DeEWORKEe LOTR CIC 


mid-wife. And where I live in North Kingstown, 


as I 


said, we were looking at Amtrak and the work that 


they were doing over there, 


and I also recently 


heard that just down the road from Devil Foot Lane 


is a new project which is being put together for the 


benefits of women and children in the state of Rhode 


Island, and that's in the old Navy housing which is 


going to be converted. And this project is 


interesting because it's going to give single women 


and children the opportunity to have at least 


housing of which there isn't very much in the state 


of Rhode Island. I want to know why it is not 


possible for Amtrak, instead of doing all these 


marvelous projects that everybody has been talking 
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90 
about for the last two hours, why can't you put your 
cables underground? Is it going to cost less, or is 
Lie OGIngGmtOmCOsUaMOre am smelt going co be less 
profit for corporate America? 

Then we're on the subject of health. I'm not 
quite certain what the distance is from these rays 
that are going to be given off. I was quoted by 
somebody that it's 100 feet. It's 100 feet now in 
1993. How do we know in year 2000 it's not going to 
be a shorter distance than that? We don't know. 
What I would like this board to consider is the 
health risk to women and children and families that 
live parallel with your line on Old Baptist Road, 
and about 250 feet where I live off Davisville Road. 
And I would like this to be taken into consideration 
on a federal level, on a state level, on a local 
level, and as a major health issue. Thank you. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 

LINDA SEILER: My name is Linda 
Seiler, and I'm a resident of East Greenwich, and 
I'm also the executive director of Rhode Islanders 
For Safe Power. However, I'm here today as a 
private citizen 95. havesnot hadva chance to talk to 


my board concerning this particular project; 
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91 
however, it does involve electromagnetic radiation, 
which is of primary concern to me and also to the 
General Assembly this past legislative session. I'd 
like to mention to you that I just returned from the 
National Electromagnetic Radiation Alliance 
Conference in Pittsburgh where I was a guest speaker 
on the topic, along with many notable scientists and 
TueCtgavorseand authors #insthe stielid of 
electromagnetic radiation. Scientists from John 
Hopkins, Columbia University, and the list goes on. 
Litigators from the west coast to the east coast 
discussing citizens' concerns with electromagnetic 


radiation. 


I am for economic development in the state. I 
am forvelectricity. I am nottanti-electricity, and 
I'm not anti-economic development. Since my 


Organization is a member of the Environmental 
Council of Rhode Island, we as an environmental 
community as you've heard from other environmental 
organizations in the state are internetworked in 
that our issues do parallel each other. You heard 
from the Audubon Society in particular. You heard 
from DOT Watch. 


Doss not ethateltmeaqainst mass@transit.. I sam 
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for mass transit. We live in the 20th century soon 


to be the 21st, and we do need transportation into 


the state, and we need rail service into the state, 


and believe me where I live, Quonset Point is very 


close as a bird flies. We're very aware of the road 


problems. We're very aware of the impending 


devetonmenteor=that particulary @as@it soften 


referred to by Rhode Islanders, the Jewel of the 


Eastern Seaboard. What we want to see isethate1t is 


developed as the Jewel of the Eastern Seaboard and 


not developed quickly, and we want it to be 


environmentally sound as to how it is developed. 


The electrification of the Northeast Corridor 


concerns me greatly. While I was in Pittsburgh, I 


met some people in Connecticut who are adamantly 


Opposed = toFyvour ™pro ject as @ie-is stated in its 


present format. They ran an ad in the Connecticut 


paper, as I'm sure you're well aware of, dealing 


with the topic. I was unaware, really, until 


recently of this appending project through Rhode 


Island. I knew that we were working on rail, but I 


had no idea we were working on electrified track. 


Some of the concerns that were voiced at the 


national conference were: Why isn't a gas turbine 
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train being looked at more seriously? I'm concerned 
about the power line issue that parallels the track 
ands Chegexpesuremolatheginhbabrtantsealongathat 
track, but also, you can see the framework is very 
extensive. I came by New Haven the other night on 
my way home from Pittsburgh because I drove, and I 
was in absolute awe of what I was seeing. I didn't 
realize what an electrified track really did look 
like. Our national engineering experts that we work 
with on the power line issue toward undergrounding 
of power lines and the cost-effectiveness of doing 
that, parallels the structure that you're planning 
to use, in that meteorologists who work on this 
issue nationally tell us that Rhode Island, being 30 
miles wide and 40 miles long, a little drop in the 
bucket on the eastern seaboard, is susceptible to 
the same high winds that Hurricane Andrew brought on 
thesllonidagcoast line msalhatws addmolytheistate of 
Rhode Island. That's 100 mile an hour wind, plus 
six plus seven hurricanes. These structures are 
very susceptible to damage, let alone the power 
lines along the track. 

We know from Hurricane Andrew in Florida, and I 


have pictures of it, aerial pictures that were taken 
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by engineers in Florida, that these lines were blown 
down like match sticks. If you're in an area along 
the coastline, and if you live in our area, you know 
the winds that come in off the bay, particularly on 
West Bay. The hurricane, because of the way 
Narragansett Bay sits in a north-south direction to 
Florida, the winds bounce off South Carolina, come 
up northward, and literally wreak havoc on the bay. 
And iimsvery concerned about the fact that, these - 
structures can be heavily damaged, come down like 
the power lines blown over in Florida, and not only 
Gausenua Great sdealloradanger, pbutzactually stop)_rail 
transportation altogether. We are totally crippled 
if that happens. 

One other thing that I would like to mention is 
our coastline and our bay are two of our greatest 
resources. We have a very big tourist industry in 
this state and what this track does by being 
electrified rather than using a gas turbine -- and 
by the way, people in Connecticut tell me over in 
the Groton area the ozone layers are greatly 
magnified because every time there's a spark from an 
electric train somewhere, be it track or super 


structure, there's an ozone emission -- that this 
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track would literally impact my town, and Warwick in 
particularly. You would be going through the 
historaichdisrericteoLPourmtown, ~totallytchanging the 
charactereoterhrs 16thecenturyycoastal community. 

We would be greatly saddened by that fact. The 
history and preservation -- I mean the history of 
Our country is being annihilated because of 
buildings going unkept and little money for repair. 
So where we can keep our historic districts intact, 
we need to do that. 

Thesothergthingpthatweiewantsto mentronequickly 


is that in talking with the litigators, and we know 


because the General Assembly showed their great 


concern and Senator Porter was here earlier today to 
talk to you, he was a co-signer on our Power Line 
Burial Bill at the State House which passed by the 
way the General Assembly, and because of some rather 
late night antics by the executive branch, we do not 
have those power line burials interlocked at this 
time. However, the General Assembly voted 96 to 
zero to put the bill into effect, and what that 
Means to me is that this community and this state 
are very concerned about electromagnetic fields, and 


after talking with Reba Goodman in Columbia 
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University, and my husband's a hospital 
administrator in the state, and we do have access to 


Many, Many researchers in the fields, there is 


legitimate reason to be concerned. The other thing 


is property devaluation. A friend of mine is 
SrCOCUNGenNelLe LOUay wno uLtLerally sits within’ 25)" 30, 
40 feet from your track right on the Cove in 
Warwick. Now what this means to her and her family 
and to the other families who live on the Cove -- 
and by the way, I'm not an abutter on this 

project -- is that these people may never be able to 
sell their property. And what that does, gentlemen, 
to the - municipal budget of the towns and cities 
affected from Westerly northward to Boston, is that 
if you devaluate property or can't sell your 
property, you will reduce revenues to towns. That 
Means we struggle to keep our schools open, our fire 
departments, our police departments running and the 
list goes on. So we are saying that nationally, 
litigation is beginning in the health field with EMF 
and with property devaluation from utility companies 
and corporations to devaluating property, and I'm 
asking you with all my heart, and for the people who 


are greatly affected by this electrification, that 
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you consider another alternative to mass transit 


into the state of Rhode Island. We want you here, 


but we want it here environmentally sound and health 
conscious responsive. Thank you very much. 

MR. LEVY: Thank you very much. 
Anybody else? Is there anyone else that would like 
to address the EIS? If not, we will reconvene this 
hearing at 7:00 this evening. This hearing is 
thereby adjourned until 7:00 this evening. 


(HEARING CLOSED AT 4:20 P.M.) 
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(HEARING COMMENCED AT 7:05 P.M.) 

MR. LEVY: Good evening. This is a public 
hearing for comments to address the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement that was recently issued for the 
Electrification Project for the Northeast Corridor from 
New Haven, Connecticut to Boston, Massachusetts. I am 
Pra sbevy sand P*will be “the moderator “for this evening. 

Our agenda is that we will do a short presentation, 
which will update where the project is, what is happening, 
what are the functions that are taking place now, and 
Whats sgOlngmcosniappen In -the future. e'And then “at that 
time, we'll open up to the public and concerned parties 
Por 4Anputy *'Sitting atthe Head ‘table ‘directly next to me 
is Peter Montague from the Federal Railroad 
Administration; next to him is Bill Fashouer from the 
Federal Railroad Administration; and at the end is Glenn 
Volpe from the Volpe National Systems Center, which is the 
Division of the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

The iINontheast@yCorridor Vvsitthesprimaryeraml comridor 
that connects Washington D.C. to Boston, Massachusetts. 
It has the highest rail patronage in the country, and it's 
electrified from Washington D.C. to New Haven, 
Connecticut. From New Haven to Boston, it is operated 


under diesel power and there is a connection in New Haven 
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between diesel and electric locomotives. 

This project is proposed to electrify the remaining 
piece of the corridor from New Haven, Connecticut to 
Boston, Massachusetts, as part of the Northeast Corridor 
Improvement Project, better known NECIP. Under NECIP, 


there were numerous projects that are proposed to create a 


= 
7 


better transportation system in the corridor. One 
1s the Electrification Project. The others include, Rail 
brpenpyGrades se thatmispmpriages: tuess, ballasts. right of 
Way. Congestion Relieve, consisting of the New Rochelle 
fly-over, that will be a track fly-over in New Rochelle; 
the Stamford Railroad Station Improvements; and Track 
Seca Eee in New Haven for improvements of the 
System to improve timing through the area. Also there 
will be numerous equipment acquisitions during this 
program. 

Thismeorojecteconsists of electrification of the main 
line of the Northeast Corridor from New Haven to Boston. 
The participants in the project are the Federal Railroad 
Administration; the Volpe National Transportation Systems 
Center, which is the operating arm for this EIS, under the 
direction of the Federal Railroad Administration; 
DMJM/Harris was the prime contractor performing the 


environmental studies; and Amtrak, the National Railroad 
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Passenger Corporation, is the proponent and the operator 
of the proposed system. 

Numerous environmental studies ae been taking place 
for the last two years regarding this project. The 
components that are studied include, substations and 
electrical Leed lines, switching stations, auto 
transformers, bridge modifications is necessary, railroad 
Staerons, and tratfic conditions thereta: catenary system 
itself, program and maintain operations, fencing and other 
security issues. 

The categories that are looked at for general impact 
include; land use and social economics, historic and 
archaeological, transportation, circulation and access, 
natural resources, nNolse) anteeatr quality. The categories 
that have specific impact issues include; vibration, 
energy, public safety, electromagnetic frequencies, visual 
and aesthetic issues. 

The regulatory process that is involved in this 
Project swucludess “the federal’) evell; *the state level and 
the local level. The federal level is the National 
Environmental Policy Act; the state level is the local 
regulatory bodies; and then the local level is local 
boards and permitting agencies. All entail environmental 


studies, agency reviews, comments and incorporation of 
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comments and permits as applicable. 


We are here tonight for the federal process. The 


federal process involves various components, most of which 


have already been completed. Scoping was done with public 


input about two years ago, where we entertained public 
comments and concerned citizens comments and concerned 
parties comments as to what should be studied; how 
should be studied; and what we need to look at and where 
the emphasis needs to be placed. 


After that, a scoping document or work plan was 


developed. Existing conditions were examined and a base 
development line was created. This baseline is to which 
we compare all the improvements that are proposed. An 


analysis was performed of the various alternatives that 
were considered. Evaluations were then done on the 
impact scecodtenavyeoccuLr meal hisaall. resultsein, conclusions 
that are presented in a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement that was recently issued. This hearing 1s part 
of a process to lead to further refinements that will 
result in a Final Environmental Impact Statement to 
subsequently be issued. The Environmental Impact 
Statement itself responds to comments on the DEIS, 
incorporates relevant changes in the proposed action, 


incorporates the results of agency review and 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


Saas 
9 
: ' ” 
fs me ui 
in ph1ds> i iat 
£42901G, ieiehsi ar: 
iM a ) 
j gon... 2906h09m5> rT ONGY esha eenotg Faaebo? | 
' 
S526 68eG 2Pu bi. by Sega goad Sonetla eved 
: = 
ing Retieiieind. s ope sissy Ge iveuic sugar 
. an \ - 
ert 1 jie i= berysugeD oon oa* heniod a 
~ 
ie | 
; Y te ag OrrEn °° i F52e 
o* 
wf ; 7 bos (heligse wa (OGe 
+ ebheat 2 veséiione a2 
ig ec > & ,3etti rede 
i oA cf hae ou biel se “eye lawed 
. : by 
‘. = 5%. oer? Pech Pp i ; = ny 
: ms ; <3" Baw Set) JIG Oe SEH Oy 
“ 
i : myo 19m: afd .(6 sieges. oy 
' : ; iit 2 amoityeo 268 @afaylens 
& 26 iB Jy iPo Lena, 6308 
tear ion if @ 136 yweo.d¢63 aagaguk 
7 7 
magul iboae a ni Saip>ugei4 eva. Jedi 
| paneeod 4 rat 3 : ox @¢f0. dedt toemed e236 


SAds  B30Geten i oo. 


Ss £25 as® 2° 0 gui 


SSuSFh LAtoew. Oval wi 


Lasatye beaoqwai ada keQesu, Josue 


’ 


| | iin bei | esis 
sh me ne - ; 


Sit Oo ‘edriewncy wf a'r 


ve ati “ 
* saris 


rm — “ 


9 — 


y grein? 3. 


= 


ad 


: ‘bead #/ s2ee0dug is amt 
‘vee Pant « nh a toa 


vain ( Jaeupee 


* 
_ 


a 
=< ae 


na - 
ee are re 7 
b 


é | 


~] 


consultation, and results in errective decision. 

The DEIS itself was completed in August of 1993. It 
was printed and pen irened Tied ly  OclLober ol tEhrseyear 
The EPA published notice of availability in the Federal 
Register, which commenced the 45-day review and comment 
period. Approximately twelve hundred copies of the DEIS 


r- 4 


were sent to relevant agencies and interested ¢ 
The FRA insists on having an extensive public 
participation program, as well as the regulatory body. 


Over the last two years there have been scoping 


meetings, which took place in 1991; there were public 


- information meetings, which took place in 1992; and there 


were working sessions of this year in the spring; and now 
we're at the DEIS public hearing process. 

This process is required by NECIP, and again, is 
strongly encouraged by FRA procedures. Feepoovriesmany 
opportunity for public input on the environmental study 
and establishes the framework for the FEIS. During this 
process we are seeking various types of comments, but 
Primarily aso understand the adequacy of the analyses and 
also to determine the merits of the alternatives 
discussed. 

As I indicated, there's a 45-day period that has been 


in process and the comment period closes December 3rd, 
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1993; therefore, any comments nee you wish to submit in 
Writing after this hearing, please have it submitted 
postmarked no later than December 3rd of this year. 

With that, we would like to now open this hearing for 
public comment. Those that are signed up on the speakers' 
list, we will take them first. We would encourage that 
you try to limit your comments initially to five minutes. 
After that, after everyone has been heard, I will open to 
the general floor for any additional comments; and then 
you may take additional time if you so choose. Also, I 
would like to announce that at the rear there is a public 
notice that you can pick up from the Army Corps of 
Engineers, regarding requests for permits under Section 10 
and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

ACPChI Setimes®! swould hike to callvup our first 
speaker, and I apologize if I can't pronounce your name. 

I believe it’s Frank -- I'm not too sure of the last 
name -- Laroka. 

MARK LAROCHE: It's Mark Laroche. 

MReSLEV Ye eMark> Blemssorrys lb apdlogize. 

MARK LAROCHE: Hi, my name is Mark Laroche. Ht 
am a Delegate-at-Large to the Environmental Council of 
Rhode Island. The council that represents about 35 


environmental groups in the State of Rhode Island, and I'm 
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trying to represent their interests generally. 

This project came before the council in 1991 and the 
council debated it, the benefits and the disadvantages of 
it, and it resolved the following: ie  OuUndet hatet he 
project was an attractive alternative to transportation 
remedies or problems in the area. Specifically, it found 
Phatatrtewoulderecoucer =~ thisyprogect will redu 
dioxide, diesel particulates, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen 
oxides and other air pollutants; generally, just reduce 
air spollutants. ~The project would reduce noise pollution 
assocliateduwithehrgqhwaveair travel, andkit would slow) ox 
stop the expansion.of area airports; and of course, it 
would reduce our national dependency on foreign oil. 

The other areas that the environmental council found 
were important, were generally it would increase the 
fidiLiuvecreid Ceebyaproviding age lastwandse etticaent rail 
systema Dore thisaeparctcectetnercountry .aThe, council wassalss 
concerned: that. -- having considered all] of that --: the 
eounci l  resolved=to supportethiseprojects and 1t does so 
with minor reservations. And those are that efforts or 
indications be addressed to the concern of expanding this 
into the State of Maine; that was one of the them. Also 
the fact that the project will tend to increase the use of 


electricity or the generation of electricity to power the 


ee 
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system; and that because of that, some efforts be made to 
reduce consumption of electricityein, other areas, in | 
commercial or industrial areas. And finally, that this 
project should not be used as a motive or a reason to 
purchase electricity from the Hydro Quebec, which may 
threaten == sot sin that "project, ‘the»*Hydro Quebec 
Project -- may threaten the James Bay area in Canada. 
those were generally the concerns of the council, but the 
Environmental Council of Rhode Island does support this 
progecu. sslThankey our 

MRE GEV Thank 4yow very much? © Bruce Hami bton. 

BRUCETHAMI ETON MS Gould Vl GwatLtea ttle bat, 
please. 

MRie) GEVY «9 SureSegoscar “Shelton: 

OSCAR SHELTON: Good evening. My name 1585 
Oscar Shelton. You remember me, I was here this 
afternoon. This afternoon I wasn't prepared to speak; 
however, I took a few brief notes and I felt compelled to 
speak. But this evening I'ma little bit more prepared, 
not much more but a little bit more prepared, but I have 
some written comments. 

(HANDING DOCUMENTS OUT) 
Ass Lesard yy my name -1seOscarechel ton. And I “ama 


former Amtrak employee of about 14 years, 8 of which was 


ee eee 
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served as a train dispatcher. finvstPdvssute thesclaims, 
which I heard many of this afternoon, made by many 
regarding the necessity for adding a third track for 
freight trains between Providence and Davisville. 

Presently, ten Amtrak passenger trains operate daily 
in both directions between Providence and Davisville. The 
Providence and Worcester Railroad, which now has tra 
pug hvemonethvs sstretchwohetrack, mow operates absing he, 
daily local freight between those points to service their 
customers. Once the electrification is completed between 
New Haven and Boston, Amtrak plans to more than double the 
number of passenger trains operating there previously. 

Apparently, the management of P & W has convinced the 
government, officials at bothS@ehe federal and state levels 
that such an increase in passenger service would be a 
great impediment in their freight operations to have a 
tA eaetraciwiiietiieeOopera tion: 

Apparently, the management of P & W has convinced the 
government officials at the federal and state levels that 
such an increase in passenger service would be crucial -- 
would be a great impediment to that freight operations and 
thatwasthirdatrack hisecruciah ye The Gomten ts Gigs 
patently absurd and amounts to little more than a hundred 


million dollar taypayer subsidy with a privately owned 
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| business for a wasteful and unneeded project. 

2 | The P°& Wenow%has its own oor from the Boston 

3 | Switch Cumberland/Pawtucket area, where it meets Amtrak's 
. main line, through the Lawn interlocking on old track 5, 

5 | over to yard track 5 through Northrup Avenue freight 

6 | yards, and through Providence Passenger Station nearly up 
7 to Yard 17 in Olneyville. Upgrading and extending 

3 Washington Secondary Track from that point to the Cranston 
9 | interlocking, which is the new entrance to Roger Williams 
a Park pecoulda betpapemor athegsolution: The remaining 
LL distance between Cranston and Davisville is just under 12 
12 | miles. Adding a third track between these points would 
13. mean that many bridges, some of them with historic 

14 Significance} would have to be rebuilt or refurbished at 
15. tremendous cost. These bridges include; the trestles over 

| 

16 | the Pawtuxet River and Apponaug Cove, overgrade bridges 

17 at the Greenwood Bridge, the Post Road Extension Bridge, 
is | West Shore Road, as well as undergrade bridges at Forge 

19 | Road and King Street in East Greenwich and the newly built 
20 Masthead Bridge in Warwick among others. 

21] Even if Amtrak were to increase service to 36 trains 
e | between the daily hours of five a.m. and one a.m. -- 

a3 currently, there are no trains operating between about 

24 | Di SOmand lei a4 bute fethey (were stoi nerease sior36 “trains 
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daily between five a.m. and one a.m., it would mean a 
train, on the average, would be Operating every 35 minutes 
or so. In practice, however, there would be times in the 
day when there would be an hour or so between passenger 
Craitis amas eamCormermt rains dispatchers: ]) cans teldse yousthat 
the movement of a freight train from the Cranston 
interlocking to Davisville with 35 minutes of spacing 
between passenger trains is a very routine move. lie 
passenger train were to pass Cranston at eight a.m., for 
instance, a following freight out of Cranston would wait 
about 3 minutes for the signal to clear behind the 
passenger train. PomvoOuldetakesanout= 4eminitess tor. the 
frei1ghtatorclear therswitcheands be upsto’track speed, 
Which would be 30 miles per hour, 26 minutes to run from 
Davisville and 4 minutes to clear the main line, which is 
aetLolLaletime-oteabout G7iminutessee Since it wilditake the 
passenger train, passing Cranston, the following passing 
train at 8:35; 9 minutes to run from Cranston to 
Davisville, the freight train would be in the clear with 
7 minutes to spare. Any train dispatcher who couldn't 
movetanytrevgniteatrainge from. Cranston stow Davre vil emin 45 
minutes, or less, should be fired. However, if that 
should prove to be a problem, the P & W could operate, as 


do many freight railroads operating over primarily 
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passenger territory, in the early morning ‘hours when there 
are no eee trains scheduled. Since the bulk of the 
freight business is within the Davisville Complex itself, 
there would be very little impact to the surrounding 
communities by running trains in the early morning hours; 
particularly, since”’all of thé’ grade crossings have ‘been 
eliminated and trains no longer sound their engine 
whistles approaching crossings at grade. 

Operating late at night or in the early morning hours 
iS a very common practice in the Boston and New Haven 
areas, *for instance: There are many commuter trains 
operating throughout much of the day. Presently, Conrail 
operates freight trains throughout the day in the Boston 
commuter rail area where there are well over 50 trains a 
Gay in “each -directyon. If even that couldn't be 
accomplished, passing sidings, where freights could clear 
the passenger trains, could be built at a greatly reduced 
Sosts *FOr@instances sepacsing sraing could be built 
Det WeeneaMircerostsin @eandeMtloePostwl?o.o sti Warwick ews tn 
no bridge replacements or refurbishments necessary. This 
makes much more sense than tearing down and gutting the 
present rail ititrastructure,. Im tact, there t= no Where 
in the country, of which I'm aware, where another track 


has been added to an existing two-track railroad to 
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accommodate local freight trains, exclusively. 

Although it is somewhat before my time, many railroad 
employees would discuss with me in the old days on the New 
Haven railroad, before and during World War II, and into 
the 1950s, when there was much more rail traffic than 
there is now. However, the railroad Employee Timetable 
will bear this out. Passenger trains operated in two 
three sections, there were through freights and local 
freights and switchers working around the clock, as well 
as troop trains and war material trains in and out of 
Davisville was nearly constantly. Eneiacts the level of 
traffic then, is much more than what Amtrak and P & W are 
eontemplalLingutore thesluituress Subthermore,ethis»rail 
tUrattic, back-in+those dayaeewas moving, over tracks that 
were signaled for one direction only. In the past two 
years, Amtrak has upgraded its signal system to a CTC 
system to provide for signals in both directions, which 
makes it much easier to accommodate freight movements. 

If the State and Federal Government really wants to 
spend a hundred million dollars to improve rail service in 
this state, a much better idea is to build a new station 
and track connecting Green State Airport to Amtrak's main 
line in Warwick. If enough land could be made available 


Bor wsutficient sparking jand facilities, this «projectscould 
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be an economic boon for the state. This integrated 
transportation facility could serve Amtrak, MBTA local 
commuter rail service, bus lines, taxis and air 
transportation. With creative scheduling and foresight, 
this facility would draw business from the crowded Logan 
and Hartford Airports, and would tie in nicely with the 
new air terminal construction, as well as the pend 
opening of the Convention Center in Providence. 
Although it is true that Davisville is now 
underutilized, and that it's future development cou! 
depend heavily on improved rail service, we presently 
have, and will continue to have far into the foreseeak 
future, the ability to service those freight customers 


more than adequately. Let's use that money to truly 


benefit every citizen of Rhode Island and build a 


transportation center at the airport that will be the envy 


of any state and of which we can all be proud. Thank 
you. 

MR. LEVY: Sarah Bliven. 

SARAH BLIVEN: My name is Sarah Bliven, and I 
wasn't here this afternoon, so you get the rough copy 


here. 


I'm here sort of representing the historic village of 


Kenyon, Rhode Island; it's at mile 154. A lot of the 
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residents have concerns about the reconstruction of the 
Kenyon School Road Bridge. One of them being that it's 
being called Beaver River Road Bridge, Beaver River Road 
is -fiveemibesstouthe snorth, seWweeare not really «sure which 
bridge is being reconstructed, but it looks like the road 
that+s\on’ Kenyon School Road: 

Right now the bridge is a timber bridge 
hour. Orme! imi ts It probably should be condemned, as fire 
trucks obviously weigh more than four tons passing it 
HOW. | ThesTablke 93 7926"in thesBridge Modifieation }Ghart 


-: 


2) fe 
Aen 


showsathawern L99Gethe average adaily ¢trafiie is 
cars. I think that needs to be looked at again. My 
is maybe 50 cars a day, tops. So I'm concerned about the 
design of the bridge. If the design is accommodating 
3,215 cars, we're going to have a superhighway. If a 
superhighway is built, I think we need to remeasure. I've 
been out there with a hundred foot tape and the Pawcatuck 
River looks like it's 194 feet from Beaver River. 

I'm concerned about the runoffs, the aquifer, the 
town is totally dependent on wells. There are deeded-dug 
wells very close to the sidewalk next to the bridge. We 
have septic systems that would be effected by this bridge. 


There are historic houses with wooden sills. Any runoffs 


would probably effect the wooden sills on these bridges -- 
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on the houses. The basements are dry rock walls. ys 


there is a runoff personally into my house, my house would 
Pallwintoerawcacuck RAVer. 

The Kenyon Historic District is recommended eligible 
DY "thes@NatronaleHistori¢c Register,’ it the» bridge” is’ going 
to be higher than the elevation of the Amtrak line. 
think Main Street of Kenyon will be severely impact 


LNicmceImMe pOlnt in time ©. think tt Ss nice to keep” a 


pedestrian footway. ftese ane nNISsctOrlee mit Village, 
people want to cross the bridge to the country store over 
Eoutnewscnoolr nouse. if» people had to Urive around; it 
would not inconvenience you. If you're in an automobile, 
PUrswanothen 45° seconds. “buia. think” to totally ruin a 


village that’s been there with the river with the 


hydro-electric. =the mill anwenmerak —-- i'd l1ke tose 


a) 


Amtrak preserve our village. 

MReeCEVYs ew thank you. Robert Romer. 

MR. RAMIRO: My name is a Robert Romer and I'in a 
Kenyon-area resident. And most of what I have to say isa 
reiteration of what Ms. Bliven just said. 

The name of the road in one point in one of the 
studies is”"wrong ard that $s 4 concern. “The distance to 
the river, I also measured and didn't come up with 200 


feet. I'm not sure, somehow they divided it; but of the 
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river Pither ousting bridgerya suclioser ithan that. sbiyou 
make new construction, which is bigger than the existing 
bridge, you will be closer to the river; and that's an 


environmental concern to me. 


Thatatranoec mumber thas igot tothe off.) Anybody who 
lives near or goes by or has been around that neighborhood 
knowsipenat that level toh “trabiic Gsimot iborne by that 

| bridge. And if these things that I can easily check are 
inaccurate, what other things in the study that I would 
have to rely on experts for might also be inaccurate? So 
I'm concerned about the inaccuracy of the Environmental 
Impact Statements; particularly, where I don't have the 
expertise or the time to check every detail. 

Ano Chat ebast, “point weeeeeagain, iim this “particular 


case, a pedestrian walkway would be much less expense for 


taypayers, of which I am, and would serve the community as 
| wellpeinralmostall instances asthe existing bridge: 
Thank you. 

MRin SLEVY eethank tyoun@ Atbethis  timelned lake to 
open to the general public. Is there any comments? Would 
you like to speak now? 

BRUCE HAMILTON: My name is Bruce Hamilton. I 
live in Slocum. I'm an abutter but I'm here to talk about 
the freight railroad's interest. 
hE ae ee 
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There seems to be some confusion about the request 
for the closure of the third track and increased 
clearances along the line. Although -- I, incidentally, 
operate the little railroad in the Quonset 
Point-Davisville Industrial Park, too-.-- although, the 
Providence and Worcester Railroad, and if I live long 
enough my little operation, would benefit from tha! 
track and increased clearances. This is primarily an 
economic development project for the State of Rhode 
PsTand = eeOPDeindustrial Park is@thesbestrechances they have 
for economic development for getting somewhere for a 
change, the Davisville -- the Port of Davisville 
Pndustrialararkeviselitpemskaght snowetrei ght aneand out of 
the park is restricted to Plate C, which is 15 and a half 
| feet or so in height of cars. We do have over-dimension 
| loads for Electric Boat occasionally, which have to go 
around and through New Haven. There is an automobile 
business -- I'm sure you've heard all this before, but 
this 1S important because the automobile business is 

leaving Davisville because they can't have rail service. 
: They don't have the clearance for it. 
Asstargas@thesthirdvtracksqcesrel didn, thear any 
| mention about when our previous speaker, Mr. Shelton, said 


that we could run the freight along the passenger trains 


' 
eens Se cg Sst 
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on *the "same strack?) @*Wwell ) you=can, but first of ala? Amtrak 
doesn't want freight on their tracks, that's a very 
well-knownefacts ©Second’ofall, I didn't “hear any mention 
of -- for instance, passenger train delays; what happens 
to the window now that the freight can operate? What 
about the Providence and Worcester Railroad; now, they 
don serunestrarght «down from Valley *Palie -andxsit 
Clrauatonmmewarting tidr @alcallgto ‘takesofirtthey ire 
Switching. Now, what happens if they're delayed in their 
work; they don't always have the same workday day after 
day, they get different work loads. And as far as 
nighttime operation goes, that's the only time that Amtrak 
can do their track maintenance. The third operating 
freight trains in the Windmill District that has been 
proposed now, would be a few hours in the early morning or 
night whatever you want to call it. The delay in the 
freight for customers in Quonset Point-Davisville is an 
extra day, which causes some shippers to change their 
operations untarmly, ele think: It would make railroad 
service, railroad freight service less reliable, which 
would mean it would be harder to sell rail-oriented 
businesses on the QPD Industrial Park. 

One projection, as far as the automobile traffic goes 


that I saw, was 4,900 railroad cars per year; that's quite 
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a Significant increase in traffic from what we have now. 
We have about a thousand cars a year. There would be more 
than) one Gratiiamcday werlnning, to handle that kind of 
trattic;, andmthates: just. one, commodity... You're developing 
the Port of Davisville and more of industry in the 
park. 

The Amtrak project is a project that I bel; 
supported by taxes; am I right? The money comes from 
taxes. nee soe in Rhode Island pay taxes. So some of 
the money that we spend would be going to this project. 
Lf) the .oha roe track gs not, put an tand ithe,clearance is 
increased so that the Quonset Point-Davisville Industrial 
Park and the Port of Davisville can be developed properly, 
which one estimate said would create up to 15,000 new 
jobs, then we would be in a position of helping to support 
a project that's going to retard the economic development 
in the State of Rhode Island. We'll be telling the 
Economic Development Department in Rhode Island that they 
pan, selleithisuspacestormindistryss but oniyveit wouldebemvery 
restricted: as, to what: you: could: do with it. 

We've got to be able to move modern freight cars in 
and) out? atviwil lin order to propenlyi serve that park: I 
don't think the park is going to go very far, unless we 


can give it proper freight service; and that requires an 
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increase in clearances of up to 20 and a half feet on the 
Chird@ieaGremnel Nani vot, 

MReaLEVY; thank you very mucn: 

BARRY SCHILLER: My name is Barry Schiller, 
S-C-H-I-L-L-E-R. I'ma transportation chair of the Sierra 
Club of Rhode Island, which is a National Environmental 
Group with a chapter here in this state. 
one-sentence position is let's get on with the Northeast 
Pore vaoretlectrirtication, lo put in@sometvaddi tional 
comments. 

First of ail5"as a‘Nattonal Environment’ Group, we 
share the prevailing opinion in the environmental 
community that since transportation uses about 40 percen 
of our total energy consumption, that we have to develop a 
transportation system that is more energy-efficient than 
our current dependence, other than one person commuting in 
one automobile. 

The Sierra Club is concerned about the impacts of 
energy development on the Alaskan wilderness, the offshore 
mile, the effects of the wilderness areas in the Rocky 
Mountains -- not a Rhode Island issue -- but we area 
national club, but both the local and environmental 
concern that you've heard from the council. The 


Conservation Wild Foundation, a major New England 
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ConsServatLoueGrloup, shadmamototy Ol Evyansportati on «elicits, 
bottom-linesconcern was thatvuntil the planet reduces our 
reliance on single-occupant autos, we will not be able to 
improve our current unhealthy air quality. 

So the environment does begin to interest us, but 
we're also taxpayers and consumers and members of 
Bconcmvwewolicu sl want to point out that the coaliti 
want to remind people -- that the coalition of Northeast 


Governers' had a report that was headlined in the 


"Providence Journal" on October 26, 1991. "Many hore: 


ai) 


economic revival ride on high-speed rail." Now, they'r 
talking about the passenger rail improvements, "which 
could create up to 5,000 permanent jobs," it says here, 
‘and. save.25\million gallonsmet «gas and jet fuel." That 
would save money to the New England economy because energy 
money saved, stays in our economy instead of being 
expontedstos,OPEGsand youtsofestate: oll. companies . 

The opportunity to have high-speed rails connecting 
Boston, Providence, New York and beyond, there 1s economic 
potential there for Providence, especially, to be 
connected by good transportation. But we do have some 
concerns, the Sierra Club shares the concerns of the 
council about where the electricity comes from. And in 


the Draft Statement, it just says from the utilities. We 


occa Oo 
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have a controversy in Rhode Island about the trashing of 
Quebec. And Hydro Quebec trying to come into our state 
with special deals, and the utilities in this state have 
Kind = OLeresiStedrthat, DuUL weereally thank that” a2 Final 
Environmental Impact Statement should take a look at the 
question of where the electricity is coming from in it’s 
Environmental Impact. 

Number 2, the environmental council and the Sierra 
Club has some concerns about the Electromagnetic Field 
issue, which I don't think is properly or completely 
isve Leumi sbies Didi terocvatement.) On Pagessd | mut. says; 
for example -- "well, there's a distinction between 
voluntary and involuntary exposures. And the people who 
live alongside the track, they basically don't have too 
much to worry about because the fields are so weak." And 
it says, "The train passenger has voluntary exposure and 
has alternate roads of travel and chooses to ride the 
train, rather than the alternatives, in spite of the EMF 
field asstie.<= "Butt donuts think thate's* therway wt ass 
Train passengers just don't choose to ride the train after 
studing the EMF issue, the Electromagnetic Field issue; we 
expect you co Study that. I have never heard, in all the 
years there's been electrified railroads -- and the New 


Haven's been electrified for, what, 60 years ago or so. 
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There's electric railroads all over Europe. I've never 
heard any problems -- but I have got to say in Paul 
Brodeur's famous article in the "New Yorker" about the 
effects of the EMF, Electromagnetic Field. There's just a 
brief mention that there's a Norwegian study -- but I 
didn't see.this in our Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement -- there's a Norwegian study that published 
information showing that male breast cancer, a very rare 
disease, which shouldn't hardly ears at all, was 
occurring at twice the expected rate in men whose 
occupations involved exposure to EMF fields. At four 
times the expected rate of electric transport workers; 
such as, railway engine drivers, and train operators, and 
track walkers. I'd like the preparers of this report to 
look into that Norwegian study and let us know if there's 
a cause for concern. We support the concept of high-speed 
Panel out we don't Wantesto sqiiver deb Mankiecheckjetot the 
Electric Motive Field issue, and that should be looked at. 
I -Knoweel te siaveryvedattrcm tiatoy bracks cohertegroupseof 
Say railway engineers and electrified railroads and find 
out whose had cancer and who hasn't. So I don't expect 
magic between now and the release of the final statement, 
bitte at tleast layltiiteratures'searchior existing studiesias an 


order I believe, and you should track down that Norwegian 
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Lj study that was reported by Paul Brodeur in the 
i 

2 | VNew Yorkem #6 Avvery*ftamous article abouts this issue, 

3 | The Sierra Club has kind of a middle position about 

7 this@PErel  qnterarl third-track assue.2@1 want’ to explain 

5 our concern. One, is that there are economic problems in 

6 | Rhode Island, and the full development of the 

7 Quonset-Davisville Industrial Plant is something 

8 do vsupport, FAL), Rhode! islanders? i lathink;, shave an 

9 | interest in that. But we don't expect Amtrak and/or FRA 
10 BOprund aAgtreLgnteraliaplangsforoRhodes island@on, the order 
1 of a hundred Mevtonmdolbbars@out offftheir damited sfunds.; 
21 that's not reasonable, and I don't think that's really 

be} being asked. However, I have to be concerned when our 

14! DEVectorsotmwlransportatlonmeaeys  thate-- loll quote him so 
Ee you understand why we're concerned -- he says, "Although 
16, passenger service is of some priority, freight is more 

17 important to the state in terms of economic development." 
18 | I'm not sure I understand that. There's about three cars 
19) a day -- according to Mr. Hamilton -- on the average about 
20, a thousand cars a year, three freight cars a day, and nine 
21 or ten passenger trains each way per day. There's this 

22 | possibility of 5,000 jobs due to the passenger service. ii 
23 | don tethinks that wtis caight to sustedismiss, the economic 
i benefits of improved passenger service, as well as the 


a le es A i 
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1} environmental benefits, which, by the way, also I want to 


2 POIND Out LE WoUlldvalsomincludeswless pressure to have 

3 | new airports that would devastate an area, and new 

7 highways that would devastate areas far worse than what 

5 Kenyon is going to be effected, if they build another 

6! freeway across southern Rhode Island to accommodate the 

7 growth and demand for transportation. 

8 AL wany. patie ,..the freight wail) assiesdus... we. want..to 

9 | see expanded potential OfeLGe Noh tases a). ohoic ive 
aes 
10 | support, as I understand what congress has done, we 
11 Suppont sunecprovusi~on ithate Says.) on tldovanything ito 

121 prohibit the eventual expansion of freight rail servic 

i | don't take away -- don't make the clearances worse; don’t 
14 take away the possibility of adding a third track. 

15 think that's reasonable for now. Whether a hundred 

16 million dollars of public investment from anywhere is 

7! justified or not, we don't have the answer. There's a 
Le. study looking at that. We should all have an open mind 
19 Untile we: See e—- have tayichance tto’ Jook iat the results jof 
20 thie, study sschat ts ywhat lrecommend for now. 

21 | One other iwomt eonmt ne enitrde track 16 that ifs not 
22 | just a matterioPetreicht flor usmiihere gs a possibilty 
ae and Mr. Hamilton mentions also another problem -- that the | 
24 freight operators will have, if there's a commuter : 
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extension, in addition to the high-speed Amtrak trains, 
which we're really hoping for. Rhode Island needs that 
believe. And if there's going to be a commuter extension, 
there will even be more trains south of Providence to 
Mibert ere wiitnicthnav Window. 4:So) thexthird track might 
Perhaps noth hbertunded iby Jan pare, and’ wsed by, in par 
the commuter service. 

I have noticed on the shoreline commuter service 
between Old Saybrook and New Haven, there's a congestion 
problem on that line between the commuter trains and the 
Amtra a an Stee NOt hacksuireaitty mightamnotsibe teuchwvey good 


operatcingscondvtiwon) eviemifom the: commrber trains an the 


morning and the evening. And it's also the possibility of 
using IST funds for’ commutermeservice, which we could not 
use for freight service. So the way to finance this 


hundred million, might be to take the commuter expansion 
into account also. But at the moment, we don’t support -- 
we don't support just a blank check on a hundred million 
Gor saeechur detach Msibuteithe study s umportant and gthac 
should be carried out. Thank you. 

Mien LEVies Bilhnank wow: 

WILLIAM THATCHER: My name is William Thatcher. 
I came here tonight as a private citizen, but after 


listening to Mr. Shelton talk, I felt compelled to come up 
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and state a couple of things that concerned me. 

I've been a railroad employee -- first of all, I'm 
not a public speaker, so you'll have to forgive me. ah ysl 
little nervous here. I've been a railroad employee for 15 
years. I worked for Amtrak as a conductor. I worked for 
Rhode Island Consolidated Rail as a conductor; and I now 
work present for the Providence and Worcester Railroad 
a trainman. 

Mr. Shelton talked about the third track between 
Davusvit lecand #Granston sand has ‘concerns jwiith that... 

First of all, he made a statement that anybody who can't 
pull a train between Cranston and Davisville within 45 
MLMULeS eSsUOULOm bes tired. awwell.« freight,operatiaons,. as 
you gentlemen probably know already, is a lot different 
than passenger operations. Freight trains do not run ona 
schedule; and there's many, many reasons why, not to get 
chguee ether, hetbhe ghbickes <b VelejbieNi(2! “ane Setsbh gle pol - 

BirstmoOteia Weeewend OnmtmGunwon aescnedil e ibecaus enor 
the delays we sustain with the size trains that we have, 
with the commodities that we carry. There's a lot of 
things thareco sinto vebtect sinorunning from epoiibas fas Lo 
point "B". Just between Cranston and Davisville, there's 
different consignees that he we stop and service. So one 


dave we might make it from point YAY ta point, “BY in 30 
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minutes, and the next day an hour, but it depends on how 
many stops we have in between. It also depends upon 
whether we have any trouble with the train, with the air 
system, brake system. We also have a hot box detector 
that's operating between Cranston and Davisville. LE that 
gives us any kind of a warning, we have to stop our train 


and check 1 out. 


Now, YoOulgo An “4 Tive-catr 
will take you just a few minutes to check your train. 
Now, if you get a high number of trains, which they're 
Pa vKa Tg eavOuLeorainging 1nto Davisvil le, )well, 2s goilg 
to take a lot longer. LoRvoOuUr Nave: ay LoU-Carmr tral, “2-car 
Trail, slLoeseoOlngetoO take youd bot longer as an 
underground personnel to get out there and check your 
train. So when you talk about the delays, you talk about 
Clie. time wi nelelL weer tiateuoesi tC noLa true for freight. 
freight is a different operation. And it's very, very 
OGeeLlculrtetoeputsirerunitatralnsein wich passenger trains 
and not expect delays; you should expect delays. 
THESOLHELELNINngG that iesdtdai t polnt- out” be, coat 
between the hours of 6’ a.m. and 10 p.m., the P & W is 
restricted to 30 miles an hour out there on the main 
line. We can only operate at 30 miles an hour. Now, 


between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., we're allowed to run at 50 


miles per hour, but nobody seems to know why this 
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1| restrict onmseinevl ace smoOnthnat.even inhi bits. our 
2 | operation even more. 
3 Another thing to take into consideration is the time 
4 | Div tbpes year eolontenow Weerer into tal lemonths. “Rar lroad 
5 | operations, even passenger operations, are hindered at 
6 this time of the year. Primarily, because the leaves fall 
7 around and give us: railroad slip and there's othe 
8 | CLeproukems that ecomesintorplay with Goue tall and the 
7 weather also. 
10 | His other concerns were bridges along the right of 
I 
11] way, that might have to be rebuilt because of this 
12 | Project Wee tetnink ay Lot of these bridges are ,cornd 
13, Lomita Vent OmDeCmLeWUIN LeAnY Wa vVeoure le OOlte tNINK) In -adartion 
14 to the ones that have to be rebuilt already, that we're 
15 | Soing tolhavestomredut deadeetsonallyig Basically,.i think 
16 Ehaieseit os ebULeLUeEOLUeGUEL II ICH sels did. want?) to,.say, chat 
17 | although they're talking about a hundred million dollar 
18 | Prices tadgeonepuLLinguthatwtniro. track 10 se Nhatever tiey 
19. come up with, whatever study they're doing right now, if 
20, they decide to spend that hundred million dollars, the 
21 | P & W and the state together have decided this is money 
22 | that's going to be well-spent for the coming years to save 
23 | freight operations in the State of Rhode Island, and also 
24 to get that Davisville Port off the ground. 
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Wethrokeroersr very.) very 1mportant “Lor tie 
the State of Rhode Island, the taypayers of Stat 
Island? to iave this project go through: Petri 
benefit everybody, not just the Providence and W 
Railroad. 

Pikeoelesdia, lycame here’ tonignt as a citiz 
speak, not on benalf of the Providence and Wo: 
| Railroad, but as a private citizen. Thank you. 

MR *LEVYs"" *Thank "you “very much. 

RICK NAGELE: Hi, my name is Rick Nage 
just speaking for myself. And I just want to ve 
echo the concerns that were previously mentioned 


residents of Kenyon with regard to both the accu 
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the report describing that area, and you know the concerns 


about the environment and the impact on the comm 
Aiscewhatel jwanted gto fel tthhinks try fo carnticulat 
briefly was that, generally speaking, most of th 
of my acquaintance in that community are for the 
electrification: and their concern isn't in any 

: and stop the project. In fact, they would rathe 
bridge gone completely with a much bigger and le 


expensive walking bridge. They're not looking t 


cost and simply say, don't have a bridge. It's 


a en ee ee ee ee 
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T | high-traffic road. It's not essential to safety or 


2 | community service or anything like that. Thank you. 

3 | MREBLEVYG) Thank yousveryemuch: *Let’s see if 

4 | there's somebody else. Anybody else who would like to 

5 | talk? 

6 | OSCAR SHELTON: I'm Oscar Shelton. tdi guet 

Z like to respond to a couple of the comments [ heard 

8 | believe it was the gentleman from Seaview Railroad. He 

9 | sardethat, well, eamtrake doesn: tlwantytreight trains. 

| 
10 | Well, that  setrués lacans attesiato ithates benno aktrain 
| 

11} dispatcher, that Amtrak detests freight trains and they 
12 | don't like them. They get in the way of their passengei 
13) trains. However, the Providence and Worcester Railroad 
Ag | does haveitratfic rights Beamtrakeas obligated) to move 
15 thosestrainsguandsas awirerartetrain.showseup, the 

16 | dispatcher is obligated to move the train. Teton 

a believe that's a concern. 

18 Also there was concerns about delays in switching. 
19 Well, I'm probably more aware than the gentleman from 

20° Seaview or the gentleman that works for P & W, as a train 
21 | dispatcher, I ride train delays. I've encountered -- many 
22 times I might be moving five or six trains in one day, I 
as understand that. However, if you can't make your first | 
24 window, you make the second window or the third window, : 


| 
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but you make an effort to get to the point where you enter 
the main line. And it's incumbent upon the train crew of 
the! freighteatraum tomdo%so, regardless of the delay. When 
the train shows up, you should be able to move the train 
during -- sometime during the day. They may get delayed 
half an hour waiting for the passenger train to clear, but 
so be it. 

There was a concern about maintenance of way working 
atbeurone. peWe Liem nis eis true bit wouldebeatthe onl y itame 
during the day that the maintenance of way would have to 
WNPeOVerand Brace ttiracks sebutsthe track isigqgnalssin both 
directions. falhesmaintenancesofiway tdo not«fvx both the 
tracks! fatvethe earns time. There's always going to be an 
open track and no trains and passenger trains scheduled. 
If the maintenance of way has exclusive use of track 1 
then the P & W can use track 2. 

There was also concerns about their clearance, and I 
can understand those concerns; in fact, I don't object as 
far as height clearances are concerned, as long as the 
overgrade bridges and the railroad can be undercut there 
at sminimawrcostwe 1 woon oe thinkwethabisesarmajor problem, 
hute@vl that's whateat takes paritiweineedsta get athe 20nfect 


8 inches or 20 feet 7 inches, that can be done reasonably. 


I have no objection to that. 
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I believe that the gentleman from the Sierra Club 
mentioned the commuter rail service between Old Saybrook 
and New Haven and they were experiencing delays. I've 
been out of Amtrak since 1989. I can't speak as to what 
the delays are, but I believe it would probably be caused 
by the reconfiguration of the New Haven station tracks, 
which is one of the issues that you address 
upgraded. 

The gentleman from the P & W talked about -- also 
talked about the freights not running on schedule and that 
LiueyCalevescry mce =lhierr “consioness. “well. presently the 
P & W only has two consignees on track 1 between Cranston 
and Davisville, the Georgia-Pacific and the 
Gannon Chemical. They can be serviced out of Cranston by 
the Cranston Switcher or they could be run at night; those 
can be serviced. 

Awhot box detector? ‘that would be a “concern: 
espectamly = 11 syourPnadsasnundred car “freight "train? veut 
there ragain, sf etheshot “box *detector Ws activated with a 
hundred car freight train, the dispatcher would have to 
hit the delay and run the passenger train on the other 
track, run it “around, stop thesfreight train, of course, 


advising the passenger train crew there that's a freight 


tratmestopsthere, watching out faforethestrain crew 
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Ke Also he mentioned the speed restriction. I think I 
2 | did go into that briefly in my written comments about a 30 
| 
3 | mile an hour restriction between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. and 
7 there is some concern as to why that special restriction 
5 is in there with Amtrak. I believe it has something to do 
6 | Wltheautomatic itrain control although = i'm not sure. I 
ae know the special restriction is there, but I believe that 
8 if your could: discuss thisewith) Amtrak, and mete have it 
7 Itttea ‘tor that wpartlicular area, then you could run these 
10. freight trainssate50Rmil eswanehour. 
1 There was also comments that there would be 
i24 POrLy -UiIneshindred cats a year coming) Out of Davisvil le. 
13 j | Well, running trains 250 days a year or 50 weeks, 5 days a 
14) week, that amounts to 19 or #20 cars a day. Tt certainly 
15 | doesn't warrant another track to run 20 cars. 
16 | The gentleman also mentioned that the bridges would 
ily have to be rebuilt anyway. Well, I'm not sure that Amtrak 
le is going to rebuild the Pawtuxet River Bridge any time 
19 soon or the Apponaug trestle, which has just been rebuilt 
20 within the past year, and that bridge was built in the 
2 past seven or eight years. King Street is an historical 
22 bridge in downtown East Greenwich. It's a stone-arch 
23 | bridge, it's a beautiful bridge, and it fits in well with 
| 


oq the community. I don't think Amtrak had any intentions of 


ALLIED COURT REPORTERS (401) 946-5500 


> 7 he 
7 Yi : u ui 


ay " pe 


aa Fase od x 


es : 


\ e/esome oogTiew yar ce ieee ge fan? Ons © Ade iv on 


q OF Bis ser. 2-9 ssa amaaeba sso 300 os ‘atha~ 
‘aes isiceqe tee? Sea) sale: Ho ade ef wraes 


1£41 ; ; (ioitsiadess betes nth 


(Seun0 acd 391.avebied!9 er Se 3,0 Saetdonteer 


\ 
ia . «2. Apts Pie SO3GRES i652 i lees tam std dw * 
| ,@2e72 b&b nots rss wade, uA? wood | 

if Bas gRes*maA- HILw aie : hh Sistnr uoy f ; 
blivow ney 4 07a 26 le t¥ank tone Mee’. bedtt! au 


I 26 i Tay Arc Je We ta oe) iMgivi2 


ft DT pir, > aor + =. perimg Ce sav hint? 
if "EQ 76 1FSov: & SIE ) 1 heii! agis~yiaas - 
Lee a2 2a REL passer? gaizou: bist : 
4 | } Sf 26 85403 ‘uvOme jedi ,tevw 
in + Weeus 26inas inepisw 6 *Reedb 
a 
(haa an 3 “Hot jian Gain none liagep. oat in } 
3mk tee? ergam Fon jer YORiae Jitudey edi ed ved 
‘8 /SOG238 fevr? Jeawiuss odd Biivdes od ening el 


'2i cde. nesd J20f S6f geidv. i Jess, tashoagh es Wo, move 


— i) 


Live <au/egbisd 269 hin a wits Ly. Adin 


v 
a 
Oe 

ond 


s> ive sein ne et faudee bask feb; 
733 note a a? 


dtiw ifaw ab Bs ks did, 


. 


ia eabhings /- 


. 7 
bees 


~] 


od 


replacing that. I hope I addressed all of my concerns. 
Thank you. 

ME eb EV YS Is there anybody else? 

MARK LAROCHE: The environmental council just 
submits that resolution. 

MReelLEVG eeSures BAnY “‘obhenscomments. Fir moat, 
then we'll close this hearing. Thank you very, 
for attending. Any procedural questions? Thank you, good 
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